N\ aitken

In Mind and Spirit

WHO WE ARE

HOW WE EXPRESS
OURSELVES

Aitken College 2025 Programme of Inquiry

HOW THE WORLD
WORKS

HOW WE ORGANISE
OURSELVES

SHARING THE PLANET

Not running in Prep

Term 2

Term 1 and year long

Term4

Term 3

Transdisciplinary theme description

An inquiry into identity as
individuals and as a part of a
collective through:
relationships and belonging

Relationships help shape who we
are

>The significance of family and

friends

>0ur needs, strengths and

challenges
>The feelings, needs and points of

view of others Responsibilit

An inquiry into the diversity of
voice, perspectives, and expression
through:

inspiration, imagination, creativity

Storytelling inspires imagination
and creativity

An inquiry into understandings of
the world and phenomena through:
discovery, design, innovation:
possibilities and impacts

Curiosity transforms objects into
play

Lines of Inquiry and Specified Concepts (an inquiry into...)

>The art of storytelling eIyl
>How stories spark imagination

Causation|

>Expressing creativity through

NeelilyPerspective)

> How toys are designed to work in
different ways

>How new ideas change toys
>How science helps toys work

An inquiry into the interdependence
of human and natural worlds
through:

nature, complexity, coexistence and
wisdom

CENTRAL IDEA

Living things have certain
requirements to grow and stay
healthy

>Basic needs of living things [yl
>Stages and importance of life

cycles

>Human responsibility to care for

living things [(E JJaH 111114

Additional Concepts

Belonging Creativity Movement Growth
Relationships Expression Design Cycles
Needs Imagination Play Health
Learner Profile Attributes
Caring Reflective Open-minded Balanced
Balanced Communicator Risk Taker Knowledgeable
(risk taker in 2026) Principled
Approaches to Learning
Social skills Communication skills Research skills Research skills
Self-management skills Thinking skills Thinking skills Self-management skills
Specialist Connection
Physical Education Performing Arts Visual Art Performing Arts
RVE Visual Art




N\ aitken

In Mind and Spirit

WHO WE ARE

Aitken College 2025 Programme of Inquiry

HOW WE EXPRESS
OURSELVES

HOW THE WORLD
WORKS

Year 1

HOW WE ORGANISE
OURSELVES

SHARING THE PLANET

Term 1 Week 1 - Term 1 Week 6

Term 3 Week 1 - Term 3 Week 6

Term 4 Week 4 — Term 4 Week 10

Term 2 Week 4 — Term 2 Week 10

Term 3 Week 7 — Term 4 Week 3

Term 1 Week 7 — Term 2 Week 3

Transdisciplinary theme description

An inquiry into identity as
individuals and as a part of a
collective through:

learning and growing

Mind, body and soul influences
learning

> The connection between

emotions and learning [€eJyly{Yaale]]

> Physical wellbeing and its impact

on Iearning

> Mindfulness and self-regulation

Responsibility|

An inquiry into histories and
orientation in place, space and time
through:

periods, events and artefacts

Learning about the past helps us
understand how people live today

>How researching artefacts helps us
make connections to the past

>The roles of primary and secondary
sources in understanding historical
events

>The importance of remembering
and respecting past events and

people TR

An inquiry into the diversity of
voice, perspectives, and expression
through:

personal, social and cultural modes
and practices of communication

An inquiry into understandings of

the world and phenomena through:

patterns, cycles, systems

CENTRAL IDEA

Stories told in many ways can
support different perspectives

The uses of materials are
dependent on their properties

Lines of Inquiry and Specified Concepts (an inquiry into...)

>The variety of ways stories can be
told [T

>How storytelling reflects personal
and cultural perspectives

>The impact of stories on
understanding different viewpoints

Connection

>Types and properties of materials
and how they are identified m
>How the properties of materials
influence their uses

>How materials can change under
different conditions

An inquiry into systems, structures
and networks through:
interactions within and between
social and ecological systems

Communities have systems and
spaces for different needs and
purposes

>How systems and spaces are
organised in communities m
>The purposes of different systems
and spaces in meeting community
needs

>How people’s roles and
responsibilities influence the design
and use of spaces and systems

Responsibilit

Additional Concepts

An inquiry into the interdependence
of human and natural worlds
through:

nature, complexity, coexistence and
wisdom

Understanding living things starts
with observing features and
environments

>Unique features of living things

>Connections between living things

and their habitats

>Meeting the needs of living things

Responsibilit

Self-management skills

Communication skills

Thinking Skills

Thinking Skills

Communication Skills

Wellbeing Change over time Narrative Adaptation Sustainability Biodiversity

Growth Identity Perspective Structure Equity Ecosystem

mindfulness Respect Identity Transformation Innovation Observation
Learner Profile Attributes

Caring Reflective Open-minded Inquirer Principled Caring

Balanced(risk taker in 2026) Communicator Risk Taker Knowledgeable Reflective Thinker
Approaches to Learning

Social skills Research skills Communication Skills Research Skills Social Skills Research skills

Self-management skills

Specialist Connection

French

Visual Art

Performing Arts

Physical Education

Visual Art

Performing Arts
RVE
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In Mind and Spirit

WHO WE ARE

Aitken College 2025 Programme of Inquiry

HOW WE EXPRESS
OURSELVES

HOW THE WORLD
WORKS

Year 2

HOW WE ORGANISE
OURSELVES

SHARING THE PLANET

Term 3 Week 1 - Term 3 Week 6

Term 1 Week 7 — Term 2 Week 3

Term 4 Week 4 — Term 4 Week 10

Term 3 Week 7 — Term 4 Week 3

Term 1 Week 1 - Term 1 Week 6

Term 2 Week 4 — Term 2 Week 10

Transdisciplinary theme description

An inquiry into identity as
individuals and as a part of a
collective through:

physical, emotional, social and
spiritual health and well-being

Health depends on the connection
between mind and body

>Body systems and their functions
>How body systems work together
to maintain health
>The role of health systems and
practices in supporting body

systems Responsibilit

Connection

An inquiry into histories and
orientation in place, space and time
through:

communities, heritage, culture and
environment

Places are unique and may change
over time

>The unique features that define a
place

>Factors that contribute to changes
in places over time

>The significance of places to
people and communities

An inquiry into the diversity of
voice, perspectives, and expression
through:

intentions, perceptions,
interpretations and responses

An inquiry into understandings of
the world and phenomena through:
discovery, design, innovation:
possibilities and impacts

CENTRAL IDEA

The universe inspires scientists and
storytellers

Sound and light merge science with
the arts

Lines of Inquiry and Specified Concepts (an inquiry into...)

>How the universe can be
represented through scientific and
creative exploration

>The relationship between scientific
discoveries and storytelling

>new line TBC

>The properties and behaviours of
sound

>How artists use sound and light for
meaning

>How light and sound are produced

and changed

An inquiry into systems, structures
and networks through:
representation, collaboration and
decision-making

Rules and responsibilities guide
successful communities

>The purpose and function of rules
in communities

>How responsibilities contribute to
the success of communities

>The consequences of following or

not following rules [&]EE afe]y]

Additional Concepts

An inquiry into the interdependence
of human and natural worlds
through:

nature, complexity, coexistence and
wisdom

Living things depend on
environmental systems to survive

>Relationships in ecosystems and
habitats

>Food chains and food webs
>Effects on environmental change

Responsibilit

Systems Continuity Curiosity Interaction Justice Symbiosis

Health Location Representation Perception Collaboration Balance

Care Evidence Interconnectedness Innovation Accountability Interdependence
Learner Profile Attributes

Knowledgeable Open-minded Communicator Risk-Taker Principled Caring

Inquirer Balanced Thinker Inquirer Thinker Reflective
Approaches to Learning

Self-management skills Research skills Thinking Skills Thinking skills Self-management Skills Research skills

Social skills Communication skills Research Skills Social skills Communication Skills Thinking skills

Specialist Connection

Performing Arts
French

Visual Art

Physical Education




N\ aitken

In Mind and Spirit

WHO WE ARE

Aitken College 2025 Programme of Inquiry

HOW WE EXPRESS
OURSELVES

HOW THE WORLD
WORKS

Year 3

HOW WE ORGANISE
OURSELVES

SHARING THE PLANET

Term 1 Week 1 - Term 1 Week 6

Term 2 Week 4 — Term 2 Week 10

Term 3 Week 7 — Term 4 Week 3

Term 1 Week 7 — Term 2 Week 3

Term 3 Week 1 - Term 3 Week 6

Term 4 Week 4 — Term 4 Week 10

Transdisciplinary theme description

An inquiry into identity as
individuals and as a part of a
collective through:
relationships and belonging

Values shape culture and identity

>personal identity|geliyl

>What makes a culture

>How values influence decision-

Qe causation

An inquiry into histories and
orientation in place, space and time
through:

periods, events and artefacts

Significant events shape the
perspectives of a community

>What events changed communities
>Continuity and change in
communities after significant events
>The significance of events in
shaping places and people

An inquiry into the diversity of
voice, perspectives, and expression
through personal, social, and
cultural modes and practices of
communication

Technology transforms how we
create and share ideas

An inquiry into understandings of
the world and phenomena through:
patterns, cycles, systems

Earth’s changes affect ecosystems
and human life

Lines of Inquiry and Specified Concepts (an inquiry into...)

>How technology expands creative
possibilities m

>How communication tools change

the way we share ideas[@qEli-s
>Cybersafety [ JeJaH {11114

>Features of the Earth and its
connection with the sun and moon

Connection|

>How natural changes impact life

>Adaptation to Earth’s changes over

Eichangel

An inquiry into systems, structures
and networks through:
interactions within and between
social and ecological systems

Urban environments change in
response to many factors

>Factors that contribute to change
in urban environments
>The impact of urban changes on
communities and the environment
>How urban environments are
planned and designed to

An inquiry into the interdependence
of human and natural worlds
through:

rights, responsibilities and dignity of
all

CENTRAL IDEA

Decisions influence the health of
our world

>Human impact on ecosystems

Causation|

>Conservation practices for

ecosystem health [l 11114

>Choosing sustainable practices

Physical Education

accommodate change m
Additional Concepts
Identity Community Communication Interdependence Systems Biodiversity
Diversity Tradition Expression Adaptation Design Interdependence
Influence Memory Perspective Sustainability Interconnection Sustainability
Learner Profile Attributes
Open-minded Knowledgeable Communicator Thinker Caring Inquirer
Principled Reflective Principled Caring Thinker Reflective
Approaches to Learning
Social Skills Self-management skills Communication Skills Research Skills Social Skills Research skills
Thinking Skills Thinking skills Self-management Skills Self-management Skills Communication Skills Communication skills
Specialist Connection
RVE Performing Arts Physical Education
French Visual Art
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In Mind and Spirit

Aitken College 2025 Programme of Inquiry

WHO WE ARE

HOW WE EXPRESS
OURSELVES

HOW THE WORLD
WORKS

Year 4

HOW WE ORGANISE
OURSELVES

SHARING THE PLANET

Term 1 Week 1 - Term 1 Week 6

Term 2 Week 4 — Term 2 Week 10

Term 1 Week 7 — Term 2 Week 3

Term 3 Week 7 — Term 4 Week 3

Term 3 Week 1 - Term 3 Week 6

Term 4 Week 3 — Term 4 Week 10

Transdisciplinary theme description

An inquiry into identity as
individuals and as a part of a
collective through:
relationships and belonging

An inquiry into histories and
orientation in place, space and time
through:

communities, heritage, culture and
environment

An inquiry into the diversity of
voice, perspectives, and expression
through:

inspiration, imagination, creativity

An inquiry into understandings of
the world and phenomena through:
discovery, design, innovation:
possibilities and impacts

An inquiry into systems, structures
and networks through:
representation, collaboration and
decision-making

An inquiry into the interdependence
of human and natural worlds
through:

pathways to just, peaceful and
reimagined futures

CENTRAL IDEA

Choices of heroes and villains
reflect personal values and identity

>Characteristics that define heroes
and villains m

>How cultures and societies create
and interpret heroes and villains
>How heroes’ and villains’ choices
impact society and reflect values

Places are part of the Earth’s
surface that are identified and
given meaning by people

>How places are defined and
classified on Earth’s surface m
>How people give meaning to
places

>The impact of colonisation on
cultures and environments

Culture and traditions can be
shared through many forms

Sustainability depends on the
transfer of energy for innovative
purposes

Lines of Inquiry and Specified Concepts (an inquiry into...)

>Various forms of cultural
expression

>How traditions and practices
reflect cultural identity
>The ways cultural practices shape
community identities

>Energy transfer [Jolgyy)
>Energy systems [gi[asle]y)
>Design thinking for innovation

Communities respond to natural
disasters in different ways

>Types of natural disasters and their
characteristics [golfy

>How communities prepare and
respond to natural disasters

>The role of innovation in disaster

management [Tl H1 ][]

Resource sharing may help end
poverty

>Factors that contribute to poverty
>How equitable resource
distribution affects communities
>Strategies for fairness and equity

Responsibilit

Additional Concepts

Values Identity Diversity Innovation Resilience Equity
Justice Colonisation Heritage Systems Collaboration Collaboration
Perception Environment Celebration Transfer Innovation Resource Allocation
Learner Profile Attributes
Principled Open-minded Communicator Inquirer Caring Reflective
Open-minded Knowledgeable Balanced Thinker Principled Caring
Approaches to Learning
Thinking Skills Thinking skills Self-management skills Research Skills Social Skills Research skills

Research Skills

Self-management Skills

Thinking skills

Communication Skills

Communication Skills

Social skills

Specialist Connection

French

RVE
Visual Art
Garden

Performing Arts
Kitchen

Physical Education
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In Mind and Spirit

WHO WE ARE

Aitken College 2025 Programme of Inquiry

HOW WE EXPRESS
OURSELVES

HOW THE WORLD
WORKS

Year 5

HOW WE ORGANISE
OURSELVES

SHARING THE PLANET

Term 1 Week 1 - Term 1 Week 6

Term 1 Week 7 — Term 2 Week 3

Term 4 Week 3 — Term 4 Week 10

Term 3 Week 1 - Term 3 Week 6

Term 3 Week 7 — Term 4 Week 3

Term 2 Week 4 — Term 2 Week 10

Transdisciplinary theme description

An inquiry into identity as
individuals and as a part of a
collective through:

learning and growing

Rights and responsibilities change
as children become adults

>The rights and responsibilities of
children and adults m

>How societies determine rights and
responsibilities

>How rights and responsibilities
influence choices and actions as

An inquiry into histories and
orientation in place, space and time
through:

natural and human drivers of
movement, adaptation, and
transformation

Migration may be a response to
challenges and opportunities

>Reasons for migration [&EIEEL[e]}
>The impact of migration on
individuals, communities and
cultures

>Perspectives on migration

An inquiry into the diversity of
voice, perspectives, and expression
through:

intentions, perceptions,
interpretations and responses

The media uses light, sound and
images to manipulate our thinking

An inquiry into understandings of
the world and phenomena through:
patterns, cycles, systems

Survival of the fittest depends on
adaptation

Lines of Inquiry and Specified Concepts (an inquiry into...)

>Media techniques to capture
attention
>How messages are interpreted

>Ethical use of media [{E LI S1T1[1sY

>How living things adapt to changes
in their environment

>The processes of evolution and
natural selection m

>How adaptation and evolution
have shaped life over time

An inquiry into systems, structures
and networks through:

approaches to livelihoods and trade
practices: intended and unintended
consequences

Places and environments require
systems that are changed and
managed by people

>How systems within urban
environments are managed and changed
by people

>How responsible decisions lead to
sustainable solutions
>How different perspectives influence
decisions about needs and wants

An inquiry into the interdependence
of human and natural worlds
through:

nature, complexity, coexistence and
wisdom

CENTRAL IDEA

Survival of all living things depends
on the balance between the Earth’s
4 great spheres

>Earth’s 4 great spheres [goJfi
>Human impact on Earth’s systems
>Maintaining planetary balance

Responsibilit

French

individuals mature
Additional Concepts
Citizenship Identity Bias Interdependence Sustainability Adaptation
Accountability Resilience Manipulation Variation Innovation Systems
Growth Diversity Interpretation Resilience Equity Balance
Learner Profile Attributes
Principled Caring Thinker Reflective Risk-taker Inquirer
Reflective (balanced in 2026) Open-minded Communicator Knowledgeable Inquirer Reflective
Approaches to Learning
Social Skills Research Skills Self-management skills Communication Skills Self-management Skills Research skills
Thinking Skills Thinking skills Communication skills Research Skills Thinking Skills Social skills
Specialist Connection
RVE Performing Arts Visual Arts STEM Kitchen
STEM Garden Physical Education




N\ aitken

In Mind and Spirit

WHO WE ARE

Aitken College 2025 Programme of Inquiry

HOW WE EXPRESS
OURSELVES

HOW THE WORLD
WORKS

Year 6

Unit 6 - Exhibtion

HOW WE ORGANISE
OURSELVES

SHARING THE PLANET

Term 1 Week 1 - Term 1 Week 6

Term 2 Week 4 — Term 2 Week 10

Term 4 Week 6 — Term 4 Week 10

Term 3 Week 7 — Term 4 Week 3

Term 1 Week 7 — Term 2 Week 3

Term 3 Week 1 - Term 3 Week 6

Transdisciplinary theme description

An inquiry into identity as
individuals and as a part of a
collective through:
relationships and belonging

Leaders may influence wellbeing
and build respectful communities

>Qualities and actions of leaders

>The impact of leadership on

community wellbeing (&I a{e]y
>How respectful communities are

built and sustained [T Ll H1 I

An inquiry into histories and
orientation in place, space and time
through:

natural and human drivers of
movement, adaptation, and
transformation

Explorations could be driven by
greed or curiosity

>The motivations behind

exploration [&E]TEET[e]y

>The impact of exploration on
societies and environments
>How perspectives of exploration

change over time

An inquiry into the diversity of
voice, perspectives, and expression
through:

personal, social and cultural modes
and practices of communication

Artists reflect and challenge
societal issues

An inquiry into understandings of
the world and phenomena through:
diverse practices, methods and tools

Science explains everyday
phenomena

Lines of Inquiry and Specified Concepts (an inquiry into...)

>How art reflects societal values

>The use of different artistic forms
for expression
>Art’s role in driving societal change

>Properties and behaviours of

solids, liquids and gases
>Chemical reactions

>Reversible and irreversible changes

to substances

An inquiry into systems, structures
and networks through:
representation, collaboration and
decision-making

The role of government is to meet
the needs of its people

>The structure and function of
government systems

>How government meets the needs of its
people

>The role of citizens in shaping

government decisions [{ a1

An inquiry into the interdependence
of human and natural worlds
through:

pathways to just, peaceful and
reimagined futures

CENTRAL IDEA

Effective collaboration between
global communities and
organisations helps manage
challenging events

>The nature of global crises and

challenges

>Roles and responsibilities in crisis

response [ JeJi1 11114

>Collaboration strategies for

managing crises [@Jljlaale])]

Additional Concepts

Communication skills

Self-management skills

Communication skills

Self-management Skills

Thinking Skills

Influence Power Critique Transformation Justice Resilience

Respect Conflict Influence Properties Collaboration Empathy

Wellbeing Innovation Narrative Accountability Innovation
Learner Profile Attributes

Principled Inquirer Thinker Inquirer Knowledgeable Reflective

Caring Open-minded Knowledgeable Reflective Risk-taker Caring
Approaches to Learning

Social skills Research skills Self-management skills Thinking Skills Research Skills Research skills

Social skills

Specialist Connection

Physical Education

Performing Arts
RVE

Visual Arts
French

STEM

RVE




