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Welcome 
 
Welcome to the exciting journey of selecting your Senior School pathway. It is a pivotal moment filled 
with both anticipation and a hint of apprehension. The decisions you make now hold the power to 
shape your post-school pathways and future career trajectories. Rest assured; you are not alone in 
this endeavour. 

Here at Aitken College, a dedicated team is poised to support you every step of the way. From the 
Head of Year, Careers Counsellors, to the Deputy Heads of Secondary, Head of VCE Vocational Major, 
and Heads of Faculty, along with your trusted subject teachers, a wealth of guidance and expertise is 
at your disposal. 

This handbook is tailored for Year 10 students and their parents/guardians, guiding them through the 
pivotal decision-making process for the final two years of schooling at Aitken College. Within these 
pages, you will discover comprehensive details about the curriculum, structure, and prerequisites for 
the Senior Certificates available at the College. Additionally, students have the opportunity to pursue 
a Vocational Education and Training (VET) certificate as part of their academic journey. 

As you navigate through this process, remember to engage in open discussions with your teachers and 
parents and seek clarification on any queries you may have. Your final decision should reflect your 
interests, strengths, and the necessary prerequisites for your chosen post-school pathway. Embrace 
this opportunity to carve out a path that aligns with your aspirations and ambitions. 
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Section A 
 

Key Dates 
Course Options 
Requirements 

Guidelines 
Advice 

 
 

Key Dates for Course Selection 
 
 
 

Date  Activity 
From Tuesday 21 April  Year 10 Careers Interviews with Careers staff 

Thursday 28 May  VCE Information Evening/Expo for Year 9 and 10 students and 
parents (7:30 – 9:00pm) 

Thursday 23 July  VCE Vocational Major Application Form due 

Monday 27 July – Friday 31 July  VCE Vocational Major Interviews with VCE VM Head of Faculty  

Monday 3 August 

 Communication sent to successful VCE Vocational Major students 
to confirm their enrolment  
 
Subject forms returned to Homeroom Teachers 

 

Monday 27 July – Monday 3 August   Web Preferences open for students 
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Year 11 & 12 Course Selection 
 
In planning an academic program for Years 11 and 12, students should consider: 

• Personal interests 
• Educational strengths and learning styles 
• Future career pathways 
• Tertiary entrance requirements 

 
Students use the ‘Course Planner’ on Page 18 to map their proposed course and to ensure that it satisfies the 
requirements of the VCE or VCE Vocational Major 
 
Experience has shown that if a student has not been successful in a subject in Year 10 or Year 11 then the 
prospect of success in continuing similar subjects is low. 
 
Students who undertake a subject they have previously found difficult can lose confidence in themselves and 
their other subjects often suffer as well.  
 
The decision to undertake VCE ATAR Pathway or VCE Vocational Major Pathway should be carefully considered. 
As the VCE Vocational Major Pathway involves external TAFE study, it may not be possible to switch into the 
Vocational Major stream once the course has commenced.  
 

The relevance of a subject to a career 
Some tertiary courses require that students have undertaken certain units; these are known as prerequisite 
subjects. The Victorian Tertiary Admissions Centre (VTAC) will publish details of tertiary entrance requirements 
early in Term 3. All students and parents are advised to consult these requirements and discuss them with the 
Careers Counsellor. 
 
The career aspirations of students need to be realistic. It is important for parents and students to understand 
that the ability of a student to undertake a subject competently is as important as career aspirations. 
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Planning Your Pathway 
 
Your Senior School pathway describes your choices in education, training or employment after Year 10. In 
education, it consists of a collection of studies put together to deliver the requirements for a senior school 
certificate, either: 

• The Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE) ATAR  
• The Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE) Vocational Major  

 
Vocational Education & Training (VET) studies can be included in both VCE pathways. Before you decide about 
your Senior School program you will need to spend time investigating each of the pathways and what they have 
to offer. 
 
Your chosen course should: 

• Fulfil the specific requirements of the VCE in the number and range of units required 
• Allow you to successfully complete the VCE 
• Provide you with a viable pathway with choices post-secondary school 

 
When planning your VCE: 

• Consider the subject areas you enjoy 
• Think carefully about the subject areas you are good at 
• Seek advice and talk to a variety of people about your interests and further studies 
• Carefully read this Senior Pathways Handbook 
• Research the courses which interest you and check whether there are any prerequisite subjects 

(https://vtac.edu.au/before/guides/y10guide) 
• Investigate your career options to ensure your choices will help you reach your goal 

(use the myfuture website: www.myfuture.edu.au) 
• Consult Careers Counsellors 

 
 

VCE ATAR or VCE Vocational Major Pathway? 
 
 

  VCE ATAR 
Pathway 

 VCE Vocational 
Major Pathway 

Teaching and 
Learning Style 

 Predominantly theoretical with 
practical work in some studies 

 Applied and active learning with a 
focus on hands-on activities 

Qualification  Both programs culminate in the award 
of a VCE Certificate 

 Both programs culminate in the award of a 
VCE Certificate 

Subjects and 
Areas of Study 

 Many options of combinations of 
VCE studies and VET subjects 

 VCE Vocational Major studies: Literacy, 
Foundation Mathematics, Work Related 
Skills and Personal Development Skills. 

VCE or VET elective 

External TAFE study 

Pathways  Employment, TAFE, university  Employment, TAFE 

 
  

https://vtac.edu.au/before/guides/y10guide
http://www.myfuture.edu.au/
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Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE) 
 
VCE students are awarded the VCE Certificate and receive a Study Score for each subject and an ATAR score. 
VCE students can apply for direct entry to university courses with their ATAR score. 
 
The Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE) offers a broad range of study options. You can choose a variety of 
studies that let you explore your interests and pursue your goals. Unit 1 and 2 subjects are usually studied in 
Year 11, and Unit 3 and 4 subjects are usually studied in Year 12. A very small number of academically able 
students may be invited to undertake a Unit 1 and 2 sequence in Year 10. 
 
Completing the VCE can give you an ATAR score, offering a direct pathway to university. 
The VCE can take you in many different directions after school and is a great choice if you prefer learning in a 
classroom environment and know you might want to go to university right after school. 
The academic year is divided into two semesters. A Unit 1 and 2 sequence is equivalent to one year of study in a 
particular subject. 
 
VCE Units have been designed by the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority (VCAA). All VCE Units 
taken at Year 10, Year 11 and Year 12 are recorded on the VCE Certificate. The units offered at Year 11 level will 
generally be Units 1 and 2 in each study. In Year 12, students will take Unit 3 and 4 sequences of their chosen 
studies. Note: Only Units 3 and 4 are used in the calculation of the Australian Tertiary Admission Rank 
(ATAR). Please refer to page 12 for further information. 
 

Where it can take you 
The VCE will prepare you for: 

• university 
• an apprenticeship or traineeship 
• further education and training 
• going straight into the workforce. 

 

Minimum Requirements for the VCE  
To obtain the VCE, you need to successfully complete at least 16 units. These need to include: 

• 3 sequences of Unit 3 and 4 subjects 
• 3 units from an English subject group (including Unit 3 and 4 sequence). 
• Most students do their VCE over 2 years, completing between 20 and 24 units. 

 
Each school determines which VCE subjects and VET study options they offer, and not all schools offer all 
studies. See page 19 to view the studies that Aitken College are offering in 2027. 
 

Programs of Study: VCE 
In Year 11, all students are expected to undertake six studies (twelve units) including two units of English which 
are compulsory.  Approval from the Head of Faculty (English) is required in order to study Literature 
without English. 
 
In Year 12, students will be expected to undertake five studies (ten units). The English requirement of a Unit 3/4 
sequence can be English Units 3 and 4 and/or Literature or English Language Units 3 and 4. Approval from the 
Head of Faculty (English) is required in order to study Literature or without English.  
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VCE Subject Offerings Policy 
Each year the number and range of subjects offered to students in Years 11 and 12 are determined by a range of 
factors that may include (but are not limited to) student enrolment, student/teacher ratio, student choice, 
viable class size, teacher availability, pre-existing offerings and VCAA policy. 
Additionally, the following school policy will apply: 

• The Principal will decide the number of subjects to be offered and the number of viable classes 
• Providing there is a viable class size, subjects which have been undertaken in Year 11 in one year will be 

offered in Year 12 the following year 
• The minimum class size for a VCE subject to be viable is fifteen. 
• For subjects where there is enrolment of less than the minimum class size, a combined Year 11/12 

class may be considered 
• Students who select subjects which do not run due to low numbers will be counselled to choose an 

alternative. 
 

Satisfactory completion of the VCE 
At Aitken College, students would generally undertake 22 VCE units of study across Year 11 and 12. To attain the 
VCE, a student must satisfactorily complete 16 units. These 16 units must include: 

• At least three units of English studies (including at least one Unit 3/4 English sequence); and 
• Three sequences of Units 3 and 4 studies other than English. 

To qualify for an ATAR, students must also pass both units of a Unit 3/4 sequence in an English subject. 
 

Assessment in the VCE 
For all studies, the College will decide whether a student satisfactorily completes a unit by achieving the 
relevant learning outcomes. Learning outcomes are what students must know, or be able to do, by the time they 
have finished a unit. The College will set assessment tasks to monitor student progress. When a student has 
achieved a satisfactory or unsatisfactory result for Units 1 to 4, the College will report these results to the 
Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority (VCAA).  
 

Types of Results in the VCE 
Within the VCE there are three types of results which students are awarded based on their ability to 
demonstrate understanding based off the outcomes specified in the study design for each individual subject. 
These results are reported to students  
 
S – Satisfactory Completion of a VCE Unit. The student has demonstrated their understanding based off the 
outcomes specified in the study design.   
N – Unsatisfactory Completion of VCE Unit. The student has not been able to demonstrate understanding of the 
outcomes.  
J – Awarded when the student is no longer attending a unit but has not officially withdrawn from the subject.  
 
Notes: 

1. If an N result is awarded students may be at risk of not meeting the minimum requirements outlined in 
the VCE guidelines detailed on page 8. 

2. A student has multiple opportunities to redeem an N result. Information provided in Redeeming a Result 
on page 12.  

3. The J result is recorded on the VCAA database but is not reported on the student’s Statement of Results. 
Units with a J result are made available to the VTAC and are treated as equivalent to those with an N 
result. 
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Units 1 and 2 Assessment 
Each unit of study will use specific work tasks to determine the assessment of outcomes. For any particular 
outcome, more than one work task is usually required in order to demonstrate achievement of the outcome via 
the understanding of key knowledge and the demonstration of key skills. To gain satisfactory completion of a 
unit, students must satisfactorily demonstrate the achievement of each of the stipulated outcomes. 
 
In Year 11, the level of achievement of work tasks or outcomes will be reported by grade levels; A+ to E, UG 
(Ungraded) or NA (Not Assessed). 
 
Work tasks can include: 

• Practical activities 
• Questions and problems 
• Tests 
• The design and implementation of field-based investigations 
• Short reports of investigations, written or oral 
• Presentation of practical reports in non-text formats such as a poster or multimedia format 
• Oral presentations 
• Use of computer software and/or applications such as spreadsheets to record and analyse data 
• Assignments 
• Folio of exercises 
• Construction and simulation of models for structures 
• Concept maps 
• Data analyses 
• Media analyses 
• Case study analyses 

 

Units 3 and 4 Assessment 
For Units 3 and 4 there are additional forms of assessment where grades will be awarded. These graded 
assessments are either school assessments or examinations. Each study has three graded assessments over 
Units 3 and 4—either two school assessments and one examination or one school assessment and two 
examinations. 
 
There are two forms of school assessment: 

• School Assessed Coursework (SACs) which assess performance on tasks specified in the study 
designs. These tasks are done mainly in class time or in supervised sessions after school. 

• School Assessed Tasks (SATs), which will be the same for every school, where the specifications are set 
by VCAA, but the content is determined by the College. 

 
VCAA specifies how marks are awarded for these assessments. The teacher assesses the work and a score is 
sent to VCAA. Some form of moderation/checking is undertaken to ensure comparability between schools. 
 
External examinations are set and marked by VCAA. 
 
Results for each graded assessment are reported as a grade from A+ to E, UG (Ungraded) or NA (Not Assessed). 
The final marks given by VCAA for each of the three assessments are used to determine the Study Score, which 
is then used to calculate the ATAR. 
 
A Study Score is determined by the examination and school assessment results. It indicates the student's 
performance in comparison with others enrolled in the same study across all schools in Victoria. This will 
usually be a numerical mark out of 50, with the distribution of marks reflecting a mean of 30 and a standard 
deviation of 7. 
 
Where there is more than one class of a Unit 3 and 4 study, students will have after school assessments to 
ensure that all students studying the subject are tested under identical conditions. 
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Authentication of work in the VCE  
Aitken College aligns its assessment rules with the VCAA rules for examinations. A comprehensive list of rules from 
the VCAA can be found at the link below: 
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/assessment/vce/examination-rules 
 
The authentication of student work is of the upmost importance in the ensure fairness and equity for all students. 
Each assessment requires students to sign a declaration that the work submitted is of their own creation and agreed 
to the rules of the assessment.  
 
Breaches of authentication, plagiarism (including the use of Artificial Intelligence) and assessment rules will be 
investigated by the school to determine appropriate consequences. This may include penalties or voiding the result. 
Communication with students and families as well confidentiality will be maintained throughout any investigation 
process. 
 

Absences from Assessments and Extensions  
Contact must be made with both the subject teacher and the Deputy Head of Secondary Pathways in the event 
of an absence from any VCE assessment. Documentation in the form of medical certificate or statutory 
declaration must be provided as evidence for the absence. 
 
Applications for extensions must be submitted in writing to the Deputy Head of Secondary Pathways. Suitable 
documentation must be submitted.  
 
Note: Holidays are not considered approved reasons for absences from assessments or extensions. 
 

Special Provisions 
Students may be eligible for Special Provisions if they meet the conditions for impairment in one of the 
following categories: 

1. Health impairment 
2. Mental health impairment 
3. Physical disability 
4. Specific learning disorders 
5. Language disorders 
6. Deaf or hard of hearing 
7. Vision impaired 
8. Motor coordination disorders 

 
Prior to any Unit 3-4 studies, students should engage with the Deputy Head of Secondary Pathways, Director of 
Learning Support or Director of Wellbeing to implement provisions for internal assessments.  
 
When a student completes a Unit 3-4 study, a formal application for Special Provisions must be made with the 
VCAA. The primary documentation which must be submitted to the VCAA include: 

- Student Consent Form (Signed by parent/guardian)  
- School Based Evidence Form (Completed by the School) 
- Supporting Evidence (Health Professional Statement, Diagnostic Testing Reports, Psychological 

Reports, etc.) 
 
For known conditions, this must be completed within the early part of the academic year. However, late and 
additional provisions may be applied for throughout the Year 12 academic year. Upon approval of the 
provisions, students and families will be notified with a summary of provisions document which will clearly 
outline the entitled provisions afforded to the student for each external exam.   
 
For more information, please contact the Deputy Head of Secondary Pathways.  
 

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/assessment/vce/examination-rules


 

12 

Reporting results 
At the end of Year 11, VCAA will provide students with a ‘statement of results’ that states whether they have 
satisfactorily completed their units of study. In addition, student reports will be distributed by the College. 
 
When you finish your studies in Year 12, you will get: 

• an Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR) score (if you meet the requirements). 
• a Statement of Results from the VCAA which includes school assessed coursework and examination 

and GAT results. 
• a Statement of Attainment from your TAFE (if you completed any VET units). 
• your VET qualification (if you completed one). 
• your Victorian Certificate of Education. 
• Students who do not complete the certificate will receive a Student Achievement Profile summary that 

lists all their achievements. 
• All students studying Unit 3 and 4 subjects are required to sit the General Achievement Test (GAT). 

Students will be given a score that will be reported on a statement from VCAA. The GAT is used for 
moderation of School Assessed Coursework (SACs) and School Assessed Tasks (SATs) to ensure that 
standards across schools are comparable. It is also used as part of the calculation for Derived 
Examination Scores. 

 

Redeeming a Result 
When a student receives an unsatisfactory result for a specific outcome, they will be provided with multiple 
opportunities to redeem the result. Communication relating to the original unsatisfactory result will be made to 
parents and/or guardians. This will detail the unit of study and outcome needs to be redeemed as well as any 
details of the redemption task. 
 
Examples of redemptions tasks may include but not limited to: 

- Written test 
- Verbal assessment 
- Work completion 

 
If a student is unable to satisfactorily demonstrate understanding of any outstanding outcomes across at least 
two additional redemption tasks, they will receive an N for the unit of study.  
 

Student Appeals 
Students have the statutory right to appeal directly to the VCAA in relation a school’s decision when there has 
been a contravention of assessment rules (both the VCAA and internal).  An appeal against a school decision 
must be made in writing to the VCAA Chief Executive Officer (CEO) no later than 14 days after the student 
receives written notice of the decision from the school. 
 
Note: This appeal does not include appeals related to satisfactory completion of units due to attendance.  
 

The ATAR: Australian Tertiary Admission Rank 
The ATAR serves as a basis for selection into Australian Universities and TAFE institutions. The ATAR will place 
students on a percentile ranking, with 99.95 being the highest rank. The rank will be used by all courses for 
which applicants are selected based on VCE results. 
 
For each study, the Victorian Tertiary Admission Centre (VTAC) will scale the study score. An aggregate will then 
be calculated taking the score for English, then the scores for the best three other studies and 10% of the 
scores for the fifth and sixth studies. This aggregate will be ranked on a ‘percentile’ basis for all VCE 
students in the State. 
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The Tertiary Selection Process 
Students applying for tertiary courses will be selected using their ATAR or using a combination of selection 
criteria to make final decisions. 
 
Generally, where selection is by ATAR, students will be considered based on: 

• Completion of course pre-requisites; and 
• Their equivalent national tertiary entrance rank; and 
• Special Entry Access Scheme (SEAS) application, Subject Bonus and VTAC Personal Statement (where 

applicable). 
 
Where selection uses criteria in addition to, or other than, the ATAR, students may be selected based on one or 
more of the following: 

• Completion of course pre-requisites 
• Their ATAR 
• Pre-selection kit 
• Folio presentation 
• Audition 
• Application form 
• Interview; and/or 
• Special Entry Access Scheme (SEAS) application, Subject Bonus and VTAC Personal Statement (where 

applicable) 
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VCE Mathematics Pathways 
 

VCE Mathematics Pathways 
Please use the diagram below to help you understand the VCE Mathematics subject options and how they 
connect to each other. Discussions should be held with your Mathematics teacher or the Head of Faculty – 
Mathematics to help in determining your pathway. 
 
Careers Counsellors will also be able to provide information if needed during your careers interview. 
 
 
 
 

Year 10 Mathematics  Year 11 Mathematics  Year 12 Mathematics 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Specialist Mathematics must be taken in conjunction with Mathematical Methods. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mathematical 
Methods 

Mathematics M 
(Methods) 

Mathematics G 
(General) 

Mathematics F 
(Foundation) 

Mathematical 
Methods 

General 
Mathematics 

Foundation 
Mathematics 

Foundation 
Mathematics 

Specialist 
Mathematics* 

Mathematical 
Methods 

General 
Mathematics 

Mathematical 
Methods 

Specialist 
Mathematics* 
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VCE Vocational Major 
 
VCE Vocational Major Pathway students are awarded the VCE Certificate, but don’t receive Study Scores and an 
ATAR score. VCE Vocational Major allows students to transition more quickly and efficiently into employment and 
apprenticeships post-school but does not allow direct application into university courses. 
 
VCE Vocational Major Pathway is the ‘hands-on’ option for Year 11 and 12 students, providing practical, flexible 
learning with units and project work developed according to students’ interest and skill levels. 
 
The VCE Vocational Major suits students who: 

• are clear about their career direction 
• want to go to straight to TAFE with the possibility of university later 
• want to complete an apprenticeship, pre-apprenticeship or school-based apprenticeship (SBAT) 
• will seek employment straight after Year 12 
• know that they don’t need an ATAR to get into their course 

 
The VCE VM is a great choice if you prefer to learn in a real-world environment. 

 
Admission to VCE Vocational Major Pathway 
Entry into the VCE Vocational Major program is not automatic. Students are required to complete and submit the 
appropriate VCE Vocational Major application documentation. Applicants and their parents will then be invited 
to an interview with the VCE VM Coordinator. Prospective VCE Vocational Major students should have a clear 
vocational direction and be seeking to start relevant training in the industry of their choice. 

 

Structure of the VCE Vocational Major Course 
The academic year is divided into two semesters. A Unit 1 and 2 sequence is equivalent to one year of study in a 
particular subject. 
 
Students undertake the following subjects: 
 
Year 11 

• VCE English Units 1 and 2 
• VCE Foundation Mathematics Units 1 and 2 
• VCE Vocational Major Work Related Skills Units 1 and 2* 
• VCE Vocational Major Personal Development Skills Units 1 and 2* 
• VCE or VET elective 
• An external TAFE VET study of the student’s choosing 

 
Year 12 

• VCE English Units 3 and 4 
• VCE Foundation Mathematics Units 3 and 4 
• VCE Vocational Major Work Related Skills Units 3 and 4* 
• VCE Vocational Major Personal Development Skills Units 3 and 4* 
• VCE or VET elective 
• An external TAFE VET study of the student’s choosing, continued from Year 11 

 
*Work Related Skills and Personal Development Skills may run as a composite class subject to VCE VM enrolments.  
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Minimum Requirements 
The minimum VCE VM requirement is satisfactory completion of 16 units that must include: 

• 3 VCE VM Literacy units or units from other studies in the English group (including a Unit 3–4 sequence) 
• 2 VCE VM Numeracy or VCE Mathematics units 
• 2 VCE VM Work Related Skills units 
• 2 VCE VM Personal Development Skills units 
• 2 VET credits at Certificate II level or above 

In addition to their Unit 3–4 sequence from the English group, students must complete a minimum of three 
other Unit 3–4 sequences as part of their program. 
 

Where the VCE VM can take you 
The VCE VM will help you prepare for: 

• an apprenticeship or traineeship 
• further education and training 
• university, through alternative entry programs 
• going straight into the workforce. 

 

Reporting results 
When you finish your studies, you will get: 

• a Statement of Results from the VCAA 
• a Statement of Attainment from your VET training provider (if you completed any VET units) 
• your VET qualification (if you completed one) 
• your Victorian Certificate of Education with the additional words ‘Vocational Major’. 
• Students who do not complete the certificate will receive a Student Achievement Profile summary that 

lists all their achievements. 
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VCE VET 

 
What is VCE VET? 
A VET (Vocational Education and Training) course is a nationally recognised qualification delivered as a fully-
developed program of study within the VCE and contributes to the satisfactory completion of the VCE. VCE VET 
programs will give a student credit at Units 1 to 4 which can contribute to the student’s ATAR when undertaken 
as part of the VCE ATAR Pathway. 
 
The available courses are auspiced through an external Registered Training Organisation (RTO). The courses on 
offer in 2027 are VET Business and VET Sport and Recreation. 
 
Successful completion of a VCE VET course in a senior secondary program provides students with: 

• VCE Certificate issued by the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority (VCAA) 
• VET Certificate or Statement of Results for partial completion by an external RTO 
• Two Statements of Results from VCAA for both VCE subjects and VET subjects 
• Improved pathways into employment and/or further VET qualifications 
• A study score when taken withing the VCE ATAR Pathway 

 
Students value VET because it: 

• Allows them to combine general and vocational studies which, for many, provides a practical focus in a 
range of industry areas 

• Provides direct experience of business and industry 
 
Employers value VET because it: 

• contributes to the development of entry level skills for their industry 
• provides students with a practical and focused introduction to workplace requirements 
• enhances the employability of students 
• enables industry to contribute to educational programs in schools 
• enables industry to participate in local community networks. 

 
Further information regarding any VET courses and their place within the VCE program can be found at: 
https://www.vic.gov.au/how-vocational-education-training-fits-into-year-11-12 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

https://www.vic.gov.au/how-vocational-education-training-fits-into-year-11-12


 

18 

VCE Course planner 

 
Please use the grids below to aid you in your planning. A complete course would require each box to be filled in 
with one subject name. Refer to the following page for some examples of possible courses. 
 
 
YEAR 11 – 2027 
 

Semester 1 English      

Semester 2 English      

 

YEAR 12 – 2028 
 

Semester 3 English     

Semester 4 English     
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SAMPLE COURSES 
 

COURSE A 
 

Year 11 
Semester 1 

English 1 Mathematical 
Methods 1 

General 
Mathematics 

1 
Accounting 1 History 1 Legal Studies 1 

Year 11 
Semester 2 English 2 Mathematical 

Methods 2 

General 
Mathematics 

2 
Accounting 2 History 2 Legal Studies 2 

 

Year 12 
Semester 3 English 3 Mathematical 

Methods 3 Accounting 3 History 3 Legal Studies 3 

Year 12 
Semester 4 English 4 Mathematical 

Methods 4 Accounting 4 History 4 Legal Studies 4 

 

COURSE B 
 

Year 11 
Semester 1 English 1 General 

Mathematics 1 Biology 1 HHD 1 VET Sport & 
Recreation 1 Psychology 1 

Year 11 
Semester 2 

English 2 General 
Mathematics 2 Biology 2 HHD 2 VET Sport & 

Recreation 2 Psychology 2 

 

Year 12 
Semester 3 

English 3 General 
Mathematics 3 Biology 3 HHD 3 VET Sport & 

Recreation 3 

Year 12 
Semester 4 English 4 General 

Mathematics 4 Biology 4 HHD 4 VET Sport & 
Recreation 4 

 

COURSE C 
 

Year 11 
Semester 1 English 1 Literature 1 Psychology 1 Art Creative 

Practice 1 Music 1 Food Studies 1 

Year 11 
Semester 2 

English 2 Literature 2 Psychology 2 Art Creative 
Practice 2 Music 2 Food Studies 2 

 

Year 12 
Semester 3 

English 3 Literature 3 Psychology 3 Art Creative 
Practice 3 

Music 
Contemporary 

Practice 3 

Year 12 
Semester 4 

English 4 Literature 4 Psychology 4 Art Creative 
Practice 4 

Music 
Contemporary 

Practice 4 
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Section B 
 

Subject Information 
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2027 Subject Offerings 
Below a list of the provisional subject offerings for 
VCE Years 11 and 12 by faculty. 

Agriculture  
VCE Agricultural and Horticultural Studies (Units 1-4) 
 

Commerce  
VCE Accounting (Units 1-4) 
VCE Business Management (Units 1-4) 
VCE Economics (Units 1-4) 
VCE Legal Studies (Units 1-4) 
VET Business 
 

Design Technology  
VCE Product Design and Technologies (Units 1-4) 
VCE Systems Engineering (Units 1-4) 
 

Digital Technology  
VCE Applied Computing (Units 1-2) 
VCE Data Analytics (Units 3-4) 
 

English  
VCE English (Units 1-4) 
VCE Literature (Units 1-4) 
 

Food Studies  
VCE Food Studies (Units 1-4) 
 

Health & Physical Education 
VCE Health and Human Development (Units 1-4) 
VCE Physical Education (Units 1-4) 
VET Sport and Recreation 
 

Humanities  
VCE History – Modern History (Units 1-2) 
VCE History – Revolutions (Units 3-4) 
VCE Sociology (Units 1-4) 
 

Languages  
VCE Indonesian Second Language (Units 1-4) 
 

Mathematics  
VCE Foundation Mathematics (Units 1-4) 
VCE General Mathematics (Units 1-4) 
VCE Mathematical Methods (Units 1-4) 
VCE Specialist Mathematics (Units 1-4) 
 

Performing Arts  
VCE Media (Units 1-4) 
VCE Music (Units 1-2) 
VCE Music - Contemporary Performance (Units 3-4) 
VCE Theatre Studies (Units 1-4) 
 

Religion and Values Education 
VCE Religion and Society (Units 1-4) 
 

Science  
VCE Biology (Units 1-4) 
VCE Chemistry (Units 1-4) 
VCE Environmental Science (Units 1-4) 
VCE Physics (Units 1-4) 
VCE Psychology (Units 1-4) 
 

VCE Vocational Major  
VCE Personal Development Skills (Units 1-4) 
VCE Work Related Skills (Units 1-4) 
 

Visual Arts  
VCE Art Creative Practice (Units 1-4) 
VCE Visual Communication Design (Units 1-4) 
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Accounting 
Head of Faculty: Gabriella Raponi  
graponi@aitkencollege.edu.au  

 
 

Subject Rationale:  
Accounting involves modelling, forecasting, and providing 
advice to stakeholders through the process of collecting, 
recording, reporting, analysing and interpreting financial 
and non-financial data and accounting information. This 
data and information is communicated to internal and 
external stakeholders and is used to inform decision-
making within the business with a view to improving 
business performance.   
 

Occupations: 
Accountant, Bookkeeper, Tax Accountant, Financial 
Planner, Auditor, Financial Controller, Insolvency 
Accountant, Financial Analyst. 
 

Unit 1 – 2 Accounting:  
Prerequisites: None 
 
Unit 1: The role of accounting in business 
• Area of Study 1: The role of accounting 
• Area of Study 2: Recording financial data and reporting 

accounting information for a service business 
 
Unit 2: Accounting and decision-making for a trading 
business 
• Area of Study 1: Accounting for and managing 

inventory 
• Area of Study 2: Accounting for and managing 

accounts receivable and accounts payable 
• Area of Study 3: Accounting for and managing non-

current assets 
 
Summative Assessment tasks 
• School Assessed Coursework 
 
Examinations  
A 90-minute end of semester examination  
 

Unit 3 - 4 Accounting: 
Prerequisites: 
• Demonstrated ability to reach the College 

requirements in Units 1 – 2.  
• Students who have not successfully achieved a 

satisfactory result for Unit 1 or 2 are required to apply 
to the VCE Pathways team for acceptance.  

• Students who have not completed Unit 1 – 2 
Accounting will be required to apply to the VCE 
Pathways team for acceptance into Unit 3 – 4 
Accounting.  

 
Unit 3: Financial accounting for a trading business 
• Area of Study 1: Recording and analysing financial 

data 
• Area of Study 2: Preparing and interpreting accounting 

reports 
 
Unit 4: Recording, reporting, budgeting and decision-
making 
• Area of Study 1: Extension of recording and reporting 
• Area of Study 2: Budgeting and decision-making 
 
Assessment 
 
Unscored Assessment: S or N 
 
Scored Assessment: 
• School Assessment (50%) 

o School Assessed Coursework (SAC) structured 
questions 

• External Assessment (50%) 
o 2-hour examination  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Click here to download the VCAA Study Design 

mailto:graponi@aitkencollege.edu.au
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce-curriculum/vce-study-designs/accounting/accounting
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Agricultural and Horticultural Studies 
Head of Faculty:  Dwayne Ganci 
dganci@aitkencollege.edu.au  

 

 
Subject Rationale:  
VCE Agricultural and Horticultural Studies explores food 
and fibre production, with a focus on land cultivation and 
the raising of plants and animals through evidence-
based, sustainable and ethical practices. This study 
focuses on the rapid rate of change in the agriculture and 
horticulture industries and the increasing application of 
innovation and data-driven initiatives.  
 
You will develop problem-solving skills by applying 
scientific methods of testing and monitoring, collecting 
and analysing relevant data, and researching current 
issues and best-practice case studies.  
 
Practical tasks are integral to Agricultural and 
Horticultural Studies and may include - plant and/or 
animal management; experiential field trips; scientific 
trials, experiments and data analysis; business or 
entrepreneurial practices including value-adding 
activities; investigative reporting on best practice; and 
virtual reality experiences 
 

Occupations: 
Veterinary Science, Agribusiness Management, Animal 
nutrition, Agronomist, Animal Health Officer, 
Animal/plant production. 
 

Unit 1 – 2 Agricultural and Horticultural 
Studies:  
Prerequisites: None 
 
Unit 1: Change and opportunity 
• Area of Study 1: Food and fibre industries  
• Area of Study 2: Food and fibre production 
 
Unit 2: Growing plants and animals   
• Area of Study 1: Plant nutrition, growth and 

reproduction  
• Area of Study 2: Animal nutrition, growth and 

reproduction 
 
 
 
 

Summative Assessment tasks 
• Written/Practical Reports   
• Structured Questions  
• Case Studies 
 
Examinations 
A 90-minute end of semester examination  
 

Unit 3 - 4 Agricultural and Horticultural 
Studies: 
Prerequisites: 
• Demonstrated ability to reach the College 

requirements in Units 1 – 2.  
• Students who have not successfully achieved a 

satisfactory result for Unit 1 or 2 are required to apply 
to the VCE Pathways team for acceptance.  

• Students who have not completed Unit 1 – 2 
Agricultural and Horticultural Studies will be required 
to apply to the VCE Pathways team for acceptance 
into Unit 3 – 4 Agricultural and Horticultural Studies. 

 
Unit 3: Securing the future  
• Area of Study 1: Innovations and solutions  
• Area of Study 2: Risks and resilience  
 
Unit 4: Sustainable food and fibre production   
• Area of Study 1: Sustainable land management 
• Area of Study 2: Sustainable business practices 
 
Assessment 
 
Unscored Assessment: S or N 
 
Scored Assessment: 
• School Assessment (60%) 

o School Assessed Coursework (SAC) structured 
questions 

• External Assessment (40%) 
o 90-minute examination  

 
Note: Only students who are currently studying Units 1-2  
in 2026 as a Year 10 student may select this subject for 
study in 2027.  
 
 
 
 
 
  

Click here to download the VCAA Study Design 

mailto:dganci@aitkencollege.edu.au
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-study-designs/agricultural-and-horticultural-studies/Pages/index.aspx
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Applied Computing 
Head of Faculty:  Mick Kilpatrick 
mkilpatrick@aitkencollege.edu.au  

 
 

Subject Rationale:  
Applied Computing provides students with opportunities 
to acquire and apply knowledge and skills to use digital 
systems efficiently, effectively and innovatively when 
creating digital solutions. Students investigate legal 
requirements and ethical responsibilities that individuals 
and organisations have with respect to the security and 
integrity of data and information. Through a structured 
approach to problem-solving, incorporating 
computational, design and systems thinking, students 
develop an awareness of the technical, social and 
economic impacts of information systems, both currently 
and into the future. 
 

Occupations: 
Business analysis, computer science, cybersecurity, data 
analytics and data science, data management, games 
development, ICT, networks, robotics, software 
engineering and telecommunications, and other careers 
relating to digital technologies 
 

Unit 1 – 2 Applied Computing:  
Prerequisites: None 
 
Unit 1: Applied Computing 
• Area of Study 1: Data analysis 
• Area of Study 2: Programming 
 
Unit 2: Applied Computing  
• Area of Study 1: Innovative solutions 
• Area of Study 2: Cyber security 
 
Summative Assessment tasks 
• School Assessed Coursework 
 
Examinations 
A 90-minute end of semester examination  
 

Unit 3 - 4 Data Analytics: 
Prerequisites: 
• Demonstrated ability to reach the College 

requirements in Units 1 – 2.  
• Students who have not successfully achieved a 

satisfactory result for Unit 1 or 2 are required to apply 
to the VCE Pathways team for acceptance.  

• Students who have not completed Unit 1 – 2 Applied 
Computing will be required to apply to the VCE 
Pathways team for acceptance into Unit 3 – 4 Data 
Analytics.  

 
Unit 3: Data Analytics 
• Area of Study 1: Data analytics 
• Area of Study 2: Data analytics: analysis and design 
 
Unit 4: Data Analytics 
• Area of Study 1: Data analytics: development and 

evaluation 
• Area of Study 2: Cyber security: data security 
 
Assessment 
 
Unscored Assessment: S or N 
 
Scored Assessment: 
• School Assessment (50%) 

o School Assessed Tasks (25%) 
o School Assessed Coursework (25%) 

• External Assessment (50%) 
o 2-hour examination  

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Click here to download the VCAA Study Design 

mailto:mkilpatrick@aitkencollege.edu.au
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-study-designs/computing/Pages/index.aspx
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Art Creative Practice 
Head of Faculty:  Linda Camilleri 
lcamilleri@aitkencollege.edu.au  

 
 

Subject Rationale:  
Art Creative Practice requires students to engage in 
researching, exploring, experimenting, developing, 
refining, reflecting and evaluating. In Units 1 & 2, 
Photography is a leading artform, in project and inquiry-
based learning. A body of work, two additional artforms 
and collaborative practices are explored. 
 
In Units 3 and 4, students direct their own Creative 
Practice. They produce one final artwork in Unit 3 and at 
least one other in Unit 4. Students follow a path of 
individual enquiry that is personal and empowering. In 
Unit 4 artworks from different historical and cultural 
contexts are compared, linked to practical choices. 
 

Occupations: 
Photographer, Fashion Designer, Multimedia Developer, 
Exhibition Designer, Curator, Illustrator/Animator, 
Designer, Photojournalist.  
 

Unit 1 – 2 Art Creative Practice:  
Prerequisites: None 
 
Unit 1: Interpreting artworks and exploring the Creative 
Practice 
• Area of Study 1: Artists, artworks and audiences 
• Area of Study 2: The Creative Practice 
• Area of Study 3: Documenting and reflecting on the 

Creative Practice 
 
Unit 2: Interpreting artworks and developing the 
Creative Practice 
• Area of Study 1: The artist, society and culture 
• Area of Study 2: The collaborative Creative Practice 
• Area of Study 3: Documentation of collaboration using 

the Creative Practice 
 
 
 

Summative Assessment tasks 
• School Assessed Tasks 
• Folio - Body of Work 
• Structured Questions 
• Presentation/Critique 
 
Examinations 
A 90-minute end of semester examination  
 

Unit 3 - 4 Art Creative Practice: 
Prerequisites: 
• Demonstrated ability to reach the College 

requirements in Units 1 – 2.  
• Students who have not successfully achieved a 

satisfactory result for Unit 1 or 2 are required to apply 
to the VCE Pathways team for acceptance.  

• Students who have not completed Unit 1 – 2 Art 
Creative Practice will be required to apply to the VCE 
Pathways team for acceptance into Unit 3 – 4 Art 
Creative Practice. 

 
Unit 3: Investigation, ideas, artworks and the Creative 
Practice 
• Area of Study 1: Investigation and presentation 
• Area of Study 2: Personal investigation using the 

Creative Practice 
 
Unit 4: Interpreting, resolving and presenting artworks 
and the Creative Practice 
• Area of Study 1: Documentation and critique of the 

Creative Practice 
• Area of Study 2: Resolution and presentation of a Body 

of Work 
• Area of Study 3: Comparison of artists, their practice, 

and their artworks 
 
Assessment 
 
Unscored Assessment: S or N 
 
Scored Assessment: 
• School Assessment (70%) 

o School Assessed Tasks (60%) 
o School Assessed Coursework (10%) 

• External Assessment (30%) 
o 90-minute examination  

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Click here to download the VCAA Study Design 

mailto:lcamilleri@aitkencollege.edu.au
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-study-designs/ArtCreativePractice/Pages/Index.aspx
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Biology 
Head of Faculty:  Sherry Daniel 
sdaniel@aitkencollege.edu.au  

 
 

Subject Rationale:  
The study of Biology explores the diversity of life as it has 
evolved and changed over time and considers how living 
organisms function and interact. It explores the 
processes of life, from the molecular world of the cell to 
that of the whole organism and examines how life forms 
maintain and ensure their continuity. 
 

Occupations: 
Food science, Sport science, Marine biology, Veterinary 
science, Physiotherapy, Nursing, Optometry, Medicine, 
Botanist, Geneticist. Pharmacist. 
 

Unit 1 – 2 Biology:  
Prerequisites: None 
 
Unit 1: How do organisms regulate their functions? 
• Area of Study 1: How do cells function? 
• Area of Study 2: How do plant and animal systems 

function? 
• Area of Study 3: How do scientific investigations 

develop understanding of how organisms regulate 
their functions? 

 
Unit 2: How does inheritance impact on diversity?  
• Area of Study 1: How is inheritance explained?  
• Area of Study 2: How do inherited adaptations impact 

on diversity? 
• Area of Study 3: How do humans use science to 

explore and communicate contemporary bioethical 
issues? 

 
Summative Assessment tasks 
• School Assessed Coursework 
• Written Reports  
• Practical Reports  
• Structured Questions  
 

Examinations 
A 90-minute end of semester examination  
 

Unit 3 - 4 Biology: 
Prerequisites: 
• Demonstrated ability to reach the College 

requirements in Units 1 – 2.  
• Students who have not successfully achieved a 

satisfactory result for Unit 1 or 2 are required to apply 
to the VCE Pathways team for acceptance.  

• Students who have not completed Unit 1 – 2 Biology 
will be required to apply to the VCE Pathways team for 
acceptance into Unit 3 – 4 Biology. 

 
Unit 3: How do cells maintain life?  
• Area of Study 1: What is the role of nucleic acids and 

proteins in maintaining life?  
• Area of Study 2: How are biochemical pathways 

regulated?  
 
Unit 4: How does life change and respond to 
challenges?  
• Area of Study 1: How do organisms respond to 

pathogens? 
• Area of Study 2: How are species related over time? 
• Area of Study 3: How is scientific inquiry used to 

investigate cellular processes and/or biological 
change?  

 
Assessment 
 
Unscored Assessment: S or N 
 
Scored Assessment: 
• School Assessment (50%) 

o School Assessed Coursework (SAC) structured 
questions 

• External Assessment (50%) 
o 2.5-hour examination  

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Click here to download the VCAA Study Design 

mailto:sdaniel@aitkencollege.edu.au
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-study-designs/biology/Pages/Index.aspx
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Business Management 
Head of Faculty: Gabriella Raponi  
graponi@aitkencollege.edu.au  

 
 

Subject Rationale:  
The VCE Business Management Study Design follows the 
process from the initial idea for a business concept, to 
planning and establishing a business, through to the day-
to-day management of a business. It also considers 
changes that need to be made to ensure the continued 
success of a business. Students develop an 
understanding of the complexity of the challenges facing 
decision-makers in managing businesses and their 
resources. 
 

Occupations: 
Business Analyst, Human Resources Manager, Event 
Manager, Entrepreneur, General Manager, Small Business 
Owner. 
 

Unit 1 – 2 Business Management:  
Prerequisites: None 
 
Unit 1: Planning a business 
• Area of Study 1: The business idea 
• Area of Study 2: External environment 
• Area of Study 3: Internal environment 
 
Unit 2: Establishing a business 
• Area of Study 1: Legal requirements and financial 

considerations 
• Area of Study 2: Marketing a business 
• Area of Study 3: Staffing a business 
 
Summative Assessment tasks 
• School Assessed Coursework 
• Written Reports 
• Structured Questions 
 
Examinations 
A 90-minute end of semester examination  
 

Unit 3 - 4 Business Management: 
Prerequisites: 
• Demonstrated ability to reach the College 

requirements in Units 1 – 2.  
• Students who have not successfully achieved a 

satisfactory result for Unit 1 or 2 are required to apply 
to the VCE Pathways team for acceptance.  

• Students who have not completed Unit 1 – 2 Business 
Management will be required to apply to the VCE 
Pathways team for acceptance into Unit 3 – 4 Business 
Management. 

 
Unit 3: Managing a business 
• Area of Study 1: Business foundations 
• Area of Study 2: Managing employees 
• Area of Study 3: Operations management 
 
Unit 4: Transforming a business 
• Area of Study 1: Reviewing performance - the need for 

change 
• Area of Study 2: Implementing change 
 
Assessment 
 
Unscored Assessment: S or N 
 
Scored Assessment: 
• School Assessment (50%) 

o School Assessed Coursework (SAC) structured 
questions 

• External Assessment (50%) 
o 2-hour examination  

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Click here to download the VCAA Study Design 

mailto:graponi@aitkencollege.edu.au
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-study-designs/business-management/Pages/Index.aspx
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Chemistry 
Head of Faculty:  Sherry Daniel 
sdaniel@aitkencollege.edu.au  

 
 

Subject Rationale:  
VCE Chemistry explores chemical and geophysical 
phenomena and the behaviour of matter. The subject 
emphasises sustainability principles, practical activities, 
and inquiry skills such as research, analytical, and 
problem-solving skills. Students learn to communicate 
their findings, analyse and interpret data, and formulate 
hypotheses. 
 

Occupations: 
Chemist, Chemical Engineer, Pharmacist, Biochemist, 
Environmental Scientist, Materials Scientist, Medical 
Doctor, Forensic Scientist, Science Teacher. 
 

Unit 1 – 2 Chemistry:  
Prerequisites: None 
 
Unit 1: How can the diversity of materials be 
explained? 
• Area of Study 1: How do the chemical structures of 

materials explain their properties and reactions? 
• Area of Study 2: How are materials quantified and 

classified? 
• Area of Study 3: How can chemical principles be 

applied to create a more sustainable future? 
 
Unit 2: How do chemical reactions shape the natural 
world? 
• Area of Study 1: How do chemicals interact with 

water? 
• Area of Study 2: How are chemicals measured and 

analysed? 
• Area of Study 3: How do quantitative scientific 

investigations develop our understanding of chemical 
reactions? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Summative Assessment tasks 
• School Assessed Coursework 
• Scientific poster and case study 
• Written Reports  
• Practical Reports  
• Structured questions 
• Analysis and evaluation of data 
 
Examinations 
A 90-minute end of semester examination  
 

Unit 3 - 4 Chemistry: 
Prerequisites: 
• Demonstrated ability to reach the College 

requirements in Units 1 – 2.  
• Students who have not successfully achieved a 

satisfactory result for Unit 1 or 2 are required to apply 
to the VCE Pathways team for acceptance.  

• Students who have not completed Unit 1 – 2 
Chemistry will be required to apply to the VCE 
Pathways team for acceptance into Unit 3 – 4 
Chemistry. 

 
Unit 3: How can design and innovation help to optimise 
chemical processes? 
• Area of Study 1: What are the current and future 

options for supplying energy? 
• Area of Study 2: How can the rate and yield of 

chemical reactions be optimised? 
 
Unit 4: How are carbon-based compounds designed 
for purpose? 
• Area of Study 1: How are organic compounds 

categorised and synthesised? 
• Area of Study 2: How are organic compounds analysed 

and used? 
• Area of Study 3: How is scientific inquiry used to 

investigate the sustainable production of energy 
and/or materials? 

 
Assessment 
 
Unscored Assessment: S or N 
 
Scored Assessment: 
• School Assessment (50%) 

o School Assessed Coursework (SAC) structured 
questions 

• External Assessment (50%) 
o 2.5-hour examination  

 
 
 
  

Click here to download the VCAA Study Design 

mailto:sdaniel@aitkencollege.edu.au
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-study-designs/chemistry/Pages/index.aspx
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Economics 
Head of Faculty: Gabriella Raponi 
graponi@aitkencollege.edu.au  

 
 

Subject Rationale:  
Economics is the study of how resources are allocated to 
meet the needs and wants of society. It attempts  
to explain how and why people behave the way they do 
and the consequences of their decision-making. By 
unpacking the economic considerations around how to 
best meet the needs and wants of citizens, the study of 
Economics provides students with valuable insight into 
issues that may affect them both individually and as 
members of society. Economics assists us in making 
more informed and responsible decisions and in making a 
contribution to public debate as active citizens. 
 

Occupations: 
Economist, Stockbroker, Investment Banker, Actuary, 
Accountant, Political Consultant, Journalist. 
 

Unit 1 – 2 Economics:  
Prerequisites: None 
 
Unit 1: Economic decision-making 
• Area of Study 1: Thinking like an economist 
• Area of Study 2: Decision-making in markets 
• Area of Study 3: Behavioural economics 
 
Unit 2: Economic issues and living standards 
• Area of Study 1: Economic activity 
• Area of Study 2: Applied economic analysis of local, 

national and international economic issues 
 
Summative Assessment tasks 
• School Assessed Coursework 
• Written Reports 
• Structured Questions 
 
Examinations 
A 90-minute end of semester examination  
 

Unit 3 - 4 Economics: 
Prerequisites: 
• Demonstrated ability to reach the College 

requirements in Units 1 – 2.  
• Students who have not successfully achieved a 

satisfactory result for Unit 1 or 2 are required to apply 
to the VCE Pathways team for acceptance.  

• Students who have not completed Unit 1 – 2 
Economics will be required to apply to the VCE 
Pathways team for acceptance into Unit 3 – 4 
Economics. 

 
Unit 3: Australia’s living standards 
• Area of Study 1: An introduction to microeconomics: 

the market system, resource allocation and 
government intervention 

• Area of Study 2: Domestic macroeconomic goals 
• Area of Study 3: Australia and the international 

economy 
 
Unit 4: Managing the economy 
• Area of Study 1: Aggregate demand policies and 

domestic economic stability 
• Area of Study 2: Aggregate supply policies 
 
Assessment 
 
Unscored Assessment: S or N 
 
Scored Assessment: 
• School Assessment (50%) 

o School Assessed Coursework (SAC) structured 
questions 

• External Assessment (50%) 
o 2-hour examination  

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Click here to download the VCAA Study Design 

mailto:graponi@aitkencollege.edu.au
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-study-designs/economics/Pages/index.aspx
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English 
Head of Faculty:  Anthony Politini 
apolitini@aitkencollege.edu.au  

 
 

Subject Rationale:  
English focuses on the understanding, analysis and 
creation of texts, whether they be written, spoken or 
multi-modal (a mixture of different forms). Through 
engagement with texts from the contemporary world and 
from the past, and using texts from Australia and from 
other cultures, students studying English become 
confident, articulate and critically aware communicators 
and further develop a sense of themselves, their world 
and their place within it. Students will be asked to 
respond to the way others present arguments using 
persuasive language, to create analytical pieces in 
response to texts and to write for a specific audience and 
purpose by crafting a text based on a framework. 
 

Occupations: 
Arts, Media and Communications, Journalism, Editing 
and Publishing, Human Resources, Law and Legal 
studies, Humanities fields. 
 

Unit 1 – 2 English:  
Prerequisites: None 
 
Unit 1:  
• Area of Study 1: Reading and exploring texts 
• Area of Study 2: Crafting texts 
 
Unit 2:  
• Area of Study 1: Reading and exploring texts 
• Area of Study 2: Exploring argument 
 
Summative Assessment tasks 
• School Assessed Coursework 
• Oral Presentation 
 
Examinations 
A 2-hour end of semester examination  
 

Unit 3 - 4 English: 
Prerequisites: 
• Demonstrated ability to reach the College 

requirements in Units 1 – 2.  
• Students who have not successfully achieved a 

satisfactory result for Unit 1 or 2 are required to apply 
to the VCE Pathways team for acceptance.  

• Students who have not completed Unit 1 – 2 English 
will be required to apply to the VCE Pathways team for 
acceptance into Unit 3 – 4 English. 

 
Unit 3: 
• Area of Study 1: Reading and responding to texts 
• Area of Study 2: Creating texts 
 
Unit 4: 
• Area of Study 1: Reading and responding to texts 
• Area of Study 2: Analysing argument 
 
Assessment 
 
Unscored Assessment: S or N 
 
Scored Assessment: 
• School Assessment (50%) 

o School Assessed Coursework (SAC) structured 
questions 

• External Assessment (50%) 
o 3-hour examination  

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Click here to download the VCAA Study Design 

mailto:apolitini@aitkencollege.edu.au
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-study-designs/english-and-eal/Pages/index.aspx
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Environmental Science 
Head of Faculty:  Sherry Daniel 
sdaniel@aitkencollege.edu.au 

 
 

Subject Rationale:  
Environmental science is an interdisciplinary, 
investigative science that explores the interactions and 
interconnectedness between humans and their 
environments and analyses the functions of both living 
and non-living elements that sustain Earth systems. 
 
Students investigate the extent to which humans modify 
their environments and the consequences of these 
changes in local and global contexts with a focus on 
biodiversity, pollution, food and water security, climate 
change and energy use. 
 

Occupations: 
Environmental Scientist, Marine Biologist, Environmental 
Conservationist, Park Ranger, Urban Planner, 
Environmental Management, Politician. 
 

Unit 1 – 2 Environmental Science:  
Prerequisites: None 
 
Unit 1: How are Earth’s dynamic systems 
interconnected to support life? 
• Area of Study 1: How are Earth’s systems organised 

and connected? 
• Area of Study 2: How do Earth’s systems change over 

time? 
• Area of Study 3: How do scientific investigations 

develop understanding of how Earth’s systems 
support life? 

 
Unit 2: What affects Earth’s capacity to sustain life? 
• Area of Study 1: How can we manage pollution to 

sustain Earth’s systems? 
• Area of Study 2: How can we manage food and water 

security to sustain Earth’s systems? 

• Area of Study 3: How do scientific endeavours 
contribute to minimising human impacts on Earth’s 
systems? 

Summative Assessment tasks 
• School Assessed Coursework 
• Written Reports 
• Practical Reports 
• Structured Questions 
• Case Studies  
• Field Work 
 
Examinations 
A 90-minute end of semester examination  
 

Unit 3 - 4 Environmental Science: 
Prerequisites: 
• Demonstrated ability to reach the College 

requirements in Units 1 – 2.  
• Students who have not successfully achieved a 

satisfactory result for Unit 1 or 2 are required to apply 
to the VCE Pathways team for acceptance.  

• Students who have not completed Unit 1 – 2 
Environmental Science will be required to apply to the 
VCE Pathways team for acceptance into Unit 3 – 4 
Environmental Science. 

 
Unit 3: How can biodiversity and development be 
sustained? 
• Area of Study 1: Why is maintaining biodiversity worth 

a sustained effort? 
• Area of Study 2: When is development sustainable? 
 
Unit 4: How can climate change and the impacts of 
human energy use be managed? 
• Area of Study 1: How can we respond to climate 

change? 
• Area of Study 2: What might be a more sustainable mix 

of energy sources? 
• Area of Study 3: What might be a more sustainable mix 

of energy sources? 
 
Assessment 
 
Unscored Assessment: S or N 
 
Scored Assessment: 
• School Assessment (50%) 

o School Assessed Coursework (SAC) structured 
questions 

• External Assessment (50%) 
o 2-hour examination  
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Food Studies 
Head of Faculty:  Lee Olney 
lolney@aitkencollege.edu.au  

 
 

Subject Rationale:  
VCE Food Studies takes an interdisciplinary approach to 
the exploration of food, with an emphasis on extending 
food knowledge and skills, and building individual 
pathways to health and wellbeing through the application 
of practical food skills. VCE Food Studies provides a 
framework for informed and confident food selection and 
food preparation within today’s complex architecture of 
influences and choices. 
 
Students explore food from a wide range of perspectives. 
They study past and present patterns of eating, Australian 
and global food production systems, and the many 
physical and social functions and roles of food. Students 
research sustainability and the legal, economic, 
psychological, sociocultural, health, ethical and political 
dimensions of food, and critically evaluate information, 
marketing messages and new trends. 
 

Occupations: 
Food Technologist, Nutritionist, Product and Research 
Developer, Dietitian, Hospitality Worker, Teacher. 
 

Unit 1 – 2 Food Studies:  
Prerequisites: None 
 
Unit 1: Food origins 
• Area of Study 1: Food around the world 
• Area of Study 2: Food in Australia 
 
Unit 2: Food Makers 
• Area of Study 1: Australia’s food systems 
• Area of Study 2: Food in the home 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Summative Assessment tasks 
• School Assessed Coursework 
• Practical Reports and activities 
• Structured Questions 
• Oral Presentation 
• Research inquiry 
 
Examinations 
A 90-minute end of semester examination  
 

Unit 3 - 4 Food Studies: 
Prerequisites: 
• Demonstrated ability to reach the College 

requirements in Units 1 – 2.  
• Students who have not successfully achieved a 

satisfactory result for Unit 1 or 2 are required to apply 
to the VCE Pathways team for acceptance.  

• Students who have not completed Unit 1 – 2 Food 
Studies will be required to apply to the VCE Pathways 
team for acceptance into Unit 3 – 4 Food Studies. 

 
Unit 3: Food In daily life 
• Area of Study 1: The science of food 
• Area of Study 2: Food choices, health and wellbeing 
 
Unit 4: Food issues, challenges and futures 
• Area of Study 1: Navigating food information 
• Area of Study 2: Environment and ethics 
 
Assessment 
 
Unscored Assessment: S or N 
 
Scored Assessment: 
• School Assessment (60%) 

o School Assessed Coursework (SAC) structured 
questions 

• External Assessment (40%) 
o 90-minute examination  

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Click here to download the VCAA Study Design 
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Foundation Mathematics 
Head of Faculty:  Savita Hanspal 
shanspal@aitkencollege.edu.au  

 
 

Subject Rationale:  
Foundation Mathematics focuses on providing students 
with the mathematical knowledge, skills and 
understanding to solve problems in real contexts for a 
range of workplace, personal, further learning, 
community, and global settings relevant to contemporary 
society. 
 
In undertaking this subject, students are expected to be 
able to apply techniques, routines and processes 
involving integer, rational and real arithmetic, sets, lists 
and tables, contemporary data displays, diagrams, plans, 
geometric objects and constructions, algorithms, 
measures, equations and graphs, with and without the 
use of technology.  
 

Occupations: 
Data Scientist, Statistician, Teacher. 
 

Unit 1 – 2 Foundation Mathematics:  
Prerequisites: None 
 
Unit 1 and 2: 
• Area of Study 1: Algebra, number and structure 
• Area of Study 2: Data analysis, probability and 

statistics 
• Area of Study 3: Discrete mathematics (including 

financial and consumer mathematics) 
• Area of Study 4: Space and measurement 
 
Summative Assessment tasks 
• School Assessed Coursework  
 
Examinations 
A 90-minute end of semester examination  
 
 
 
 

Unit 3 - 4 Foundation Mathematics: 
Prerequisites: 
• Demonstrated ability to reach the College 

requirements in Units 1 – 2.  
• Students who have not successfully achieved a 

satisfactory result for Unit 1 or 2 are required to apply 
to the VCE Pathways team for acceptance.  

• Students who have not completed Unit 1 – 2 
Foundation Mathematics will be required to apply to 
the VCE Pathways team for acceptance into Unit 3 – 4 
Foundation Mathematics. 

 
Unit 3 and 4: 
• Area of Study 1: Algebra, number and structure 
• Area of Study 2: Data analysis, probability and 

statistics 
• Area of Study 3: Discrete mathematics (including 

financial and consumer mathematics) 
• Area of Study 4: Space and measurement 
 
Assessment 
 
Unscored Assessment: S or N 
 
Scored Assessment: 
• School Assessment (60%) 

o School Assessed Coursework (SAC) structured 
questions 

• External Assessment (40%) 
o 2-hour examination  

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Click here to download the VCAA Study Design 
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General Mathematics 
Head of Faculty:  Savita Hanspal 
shanspal@aitkencollege.edu.au 

 
 

Subject Rationale:  
General Mathematics caters for a range of student 
interests and focus on real-life application of 
mathematics. In undertaking these units, students are 
expected to be able to apply techniques, routines and 
processes involving rational and real arithmetic, sets, 
lists, tables and matrices, diagrams, networks, 
algorithms, algebraic manipulation, recurrence relations, 
equations, and graphs. 
 

Occupations: 
Aviation, ICT, Health Science, Teaching. 
 

Unit 1 – 2 General Mathematics:  
Prerequisites: Year 10 General Mathematics or 
Mathematical Methods. 
 
Unit 1 and 2:  
• Area of Study 1: Data analysis, probability and 

statistics 
• Area of Study 2: Algebra, number and structure 
• Area of Study 3: Functions, relations and graphs 
• Area of Study 4: Discrete mathematics 
 
Summative Assessment tasks 
• School Assessed Coursework including open-ended 

assessments. 
 
Examinations 
A 90-minute end of semester examination  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Unit 3 - 4 General Mathematics: 
Prerequisites: 
• Demonstrated ability to reach the College 

requirements in Units 1 – 2.  
• Students who have not successfully achieved a 

satisfactory result for Unit 1 or 2 are required to apply 
to the VCE Pathways team for acceptance.  

• Students who have not completed Unit 1 – 2 General 
Mathematics will be required to apply to the VCE 
Pathways team for acceptance into Unit 3 – 4 General 
Mathematics. 

 
Unit 3 and 4:  
• Area of Study 1: Data analysis, probability and 

statistics 
• Area of Study 2: Discrete Mathematics (including 

Recursion and Financial Modelling, Matrices and 
Graphs and Networks). 

 
Assessment 
 
Unscored Assessment: S or N 
 
Scored Assessment: 
• School Assessment (40%) 

o School Assessed Coursework (SAC) structured 
questions 

• External Assessment (60%) 
o 2 x 90-minute examinations  
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Health and Human Development 
Head of Faculty:  Julie Wachter 
jwachter@aitkencollege.edu.au  

 
 

Subject Rationale:  
VCE Health and Human Development provides students 
with broad understandings of health and wellbeing that 
reach far beyond the individual. Students learn how 
important health and wellbeing is to themselves and to 
families, communities, nations and global society. 
Students explore the complex interplay of biological, 
sociocultural and environmental factors that support and 
improve health and wellbeing and those that put it at risk. 
 

Occupations: 
Nurse, Social Worker, Dietician. 
 

Unit 1 – 2 Health and Human Development:  
Prerequisites: None 
 
Unit 1: Understanding health and wellbeing 
• Area of Study 1: Concepts of health 
• Area of Study 2: Youth health and wellbeing 
• Area of Study 3: Health and nutrition 
 
Unit 2: Managing health and development 
• Area of Study 1: Developmental transitions 
• Area of Study 2: Youth health literacy 
 
Summative Assessment tasks 
• School Assessed Coursework 
• Case Studies 
 
Examinations 
A 90-minute end of semester examination  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Unit 3 - 4 Health and Human Development: 
Prerequisites: 
• Demonstrated ability to reach the College 

requirements in Units 1 – 2.  
• Students who have not successfully achieved a 

satisfactory result for Unit 1 or 2 are required to apply 
to the VCE Pathways team for acceptance.  

• Students who have not completed Unit 1 – 2 Health 
and Human Development will be required to apply to 
the VCE Pathways team for acceptance into Unit 3 – 4 
Health and Human Development. 

 
Unit 3: Australia’s health in a globalised world 
• Area of Study 1: Understanding health and wellbeing 
• Area of Study 2: Promoting health in Australia 
 
Unit 4: Health and human development in a global 
context 
• Area of Study 1: Global health and human 

development 
• Area of Study 2: Health and the Sustainable 

Development Goals 
 
Assessment 
 
Unscored Assessment: S or N 
 
Scored Assessment: 
• School Assessment (50%) 

o School Assessed Coursework (SAC) structured 
questions 

• External Assessment (50%) 
o 2-hour examination  
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History 
Head of Faculty:  Gabriella Raponi 
graponi@aitkencollege.edu.au  

 
 

Subject Rationale:  
The study of VCE History assists students to understand 
themselves, others, and the contemporary world, and 
broadens their perspective by examining events, ideas, 
individuals, groups and movements. It also fosters the 
ability to ask searching questions, to engage in 
independent research and to construct arguments about 
the past based on evidence from historical sources. 
 

Occupations: 
Teaching, International relations, Archaeologist, 
Academic Researcher, Historian, Politician 
 

Unit 1 – 2 Modern History:  
Prerequisites: None 
 
Unit 1: Change and conflict 
• Area of Study 1: Ideology and conflict 
• Area of Study 2: Social and cultural change 
 
Unit 2: The changing world order 
• Area of Study 1: Causes, course and consequences of 

the Cold War 
• Area of Study 2: Challenge and change 
 
Summative Assessment tasks 
• Short-answer questions 
• Extended responses / Essay 
• Historical inquiry 
• Evaluation of historical sources 
 
Examinations 
A 90-minute end of semester examination  
 
 
 
 
 

Unit 3 - 4 Revolutions: 
Prerequisites: 
• Demonstrated ability to reach the College 

requirements in Units 1 – 2.  
• Students who have not successfully achieved a 

satisfactory result for Unit 1 or 2 are required to apply 
to the VCE Pathways team for acceptance.  

• Students who have not completed Unit 1 – 2 History 
will be required to apply to the VCE Pathways team for 
acceptance into Unit 3 – 4 History. 

 
Unit 3: Causes and consequences of the revolution 
• Area of Study 1: Causes of the Revolution: China 

1912-49 
• Area of Study 2: Consequences of the Revolution: 

China 1949-76 
 
Unit 4: Causes and consequences of the revolution 
• Area of Study 1: Causes of the Revolution: Russia 1896 

- 1917 
• Area of Study 2: Consequences of the Revolution: 

Russia 1917 - 1927 
 
Assessment 
 
Unscored Assessment: S or N 
 
Scored Assessment: 
• School Assessment (50%) 

o School Assessed Coursework (SAC) structured 
questions 

• External Assessment (50%) 
o 2-hour examination  
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Indonesian Second Language 
Head of Faculty:  Steve Rogers 
srogers@aitkencollege.edu.au  

 
 

Subject Rationale:  
Studying Indonesian in VCE cultivates linguistic analysis, 
mental agility, and problem-solving ability. Language 
acquisition expands interpersonal competencies and 
cultural sensitivity. Proficiency in Indonesian and 
understanding of the cultural and social context of the 
language acquired by studying topics such as Indonesian 
youth culture, Indonesian customs and traditions, history 
and daily life fosters deeper connections, facilitating 
communication, and opportunities for collaboration, and 
cultural exchange. An understanding of Indonesian 
language can unlock future academic and professional 
opportunities and foster personal growth 
 

Occupations: 
Diplomat, International Business, International Law, 
Defence, Trade, Tourism, Journalism. 
 

Unit 1 – 2 Indonesian Second Language:  
Prerequisites: 
• Satisfactory Completion of at least one semester of 

Indonesian in Year 10. 
• Demonstrated ability in reading, writing, and speaking 

Indonesian.  
 
Unit 1 and 2:  
• Area of Study 1: Interpersonal communication 
• Area of Study 2: Interpretive communication 
• Area of Study 3: Presentational communication 
 
Summative Assessment tasks 
• School Assessed Coursework involving writing, 

speaking, reading and listening 
 
Examinations 
A 90-minute end of semester examination  
 

Unit 3 - 4 Indonesian Second Language: 
Prerequisites: 
• Demonstrated ability to reach the College 

requirements in Units 1 – 2.  
• Students who have not successfully achieved a 

satisfactory result for Unit 1 or 2 are required to apply 
to the VCE Pathways team for acceptance.  

• Students who have not completed Unit 1 – 2 
Indonesian Second Language will be required to apply 
to the VCE Pathways team for acceptance into Unit 3 – 
4 Indonesian Second Language. 

 
Unit 3 and 4:  
• Area of Study 1: Interpersonal communication 
• Area of Study 2: Interpretive communication 
• Area of Study 3: Presentational communication 
 
 
Assessment 
 
Unscored Assessment: S or N 
 
Scored Assessment: 
• School Assessment (50%) 

o School Assessed Coursework (SAC) structured 
questions 

• External Assessment (50%) 
o 15-minute speaking examination 
o 2-hour written examination  
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Legal Studies 
Head of Faculty: Gabriella Raponi  
graponi@aitkencollege.edu.au  

 
 

Subject Rationale:  
The study of VCE Legal Studies enables students to 
become active and informed citizens by providing 
valuable insight into their relationship with the law and 
the legal system. Students develop knowledge and skills 
to enhance their confidence and ability to access and 
participate in the legal system. 
 

Occupations: 
Lawyer, Barrister, Education, Politician, Legal Assistant. 
 

Unit 1 – 2 Legal Studies:  
Prerequisites: None 
 
Unit 1: The presumption of innocence 
• Area of Study 1: Legal foundations 
• Area of Study 2: Proving guilt 
• Area of Study 3: Sanctions 
 
Unit 2: Wrongs and rights 
• Area of Study 1: Civil liability 
• Area of Study 2: Remedies 
• Area of Study 3: Human rights 
 
Summative Assessment tasks 
• School Assessed Coursework 
• Case studies 
• Structured Questions 
 
Examinations 
A 90-minute end of semester examination  
 
 
 
 
 

Unit 3 - 4 Legal Studies: 
Prerequisites: 
• Demonstrated ability to reach the College 

requirements in Units 1 – 2.  
• Students who have not successfully achieved a 

satisfactory result for Unit 1 or 2 are required to apply 
to the VCE Pathways team for acceptance.  

• Students who have not completed Unit 1 – 2 Legal 
Studies will be required to apply to the VCE Pathways 
team for acceptance into Unit 3 – 4 Legal Studies. 

 
Unit 3: Rights and justice 
• Area of Study 1: The Victorian criminal justice system 
• Area of Study 2: The Victorian civil justice system 
 
Unit 4: The people, the law and reform 
• Area of Study 1: The people and the law-makers 
• Area of Study 2: The people and reform 
 
Assessment 
 
Unscored Assessment: S or N 
 
Scored Assessment: 
• School Assessment (50%) 

o School Assessed Coursework (SAC) structured 
questions 

• External Assessment (50%) 
o 2-hour examination  
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Literature 
Head of Faculty:  Anthony Politini 
apolitini@aitkencollege.edu.au  

 
 

Subject Rationale:  
In Literature students undertake close reading of texts 
and analyse how language and literary elements function 
within a text. Literature enables students to examine the 
historical and cultural contexts of a text and its readers. 
Many of the classes are designed in a tutorial style so that 
the text (poem, novel, novella, film, play etc.) can be 
discussed. Students are encouraged to share their 
opinion and interpretations of what is read. Literature 
looks at the assumptions, views and values which both 
writer and reader bring to texts, and it encourages 
students to contemplate how we read as well as what we 
read. It considers how other peoples’ opinions of texts 
can affect our own. 
 

Occupations: 
Journalist, Lawyer, Sociologist, Public Relations, Human 
Resources, Arts and Media Communications, 
Advertising/Marketing, Editing/Publishing, Teacher 
 

Unit 1 – 2 Literature:  
Prerequisites: None 
 
Unit 1:  
• Area of Study 1: Reading practices 
• Area of Study 2: Exploration of literary movements and 

genres 
 
Unit 2:  
• Area of Study 1: Voices of Country 
• Area of Study 2: The text in its context 
 
Summative Assessment tasks 
• School Assessed Coursework 
• Oral Presentation 
 
Examinations 
A 90-minute end of semester examination  
 

Unit 3 - 4 Literature: 
Prerequisites: 
• Demonstrated ability to reach the College 

requirements in Units 1 – 2.  
• Students who have not successfully achieved a 

satisfactory result for Unit 1 or 2 are required to apply 
to the VCE Pathways team for acceptance.  

• Students who have not completed Unit 1 – 2 Literature 
will be required to apply to the VCE Pathways team for 
acceptance into Unit 3 – 4 Literature. 

 
Unit 3:  
• Area of Study 1: Adaptations and transformations 
• Area of Study 2: Developing interpretations 
 
Unit 4:  
• Area of Study 1: Creative responses to texts 
• Area of Study 2: Close analysis of texts 
 
Assessment 
 
Unscored Assessment: S or N 
 
Scored Assessment: 
• School Assessment (50%) 

o School Assessed Coursework (SAC) structured 
questions 

• External Assessment (50%) 
o 2-hour examination  
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Mathematical Methods 
Head of Faculty:  Savita Hanspal 
shanspal@aitkencollege.edu.au 

 
 

Subject Rationale:  
Mathematical Methods Units 1 and 2 provide an 
introductory study of simple elementary functions of a 
single real variable, algebra, calculus, probability and 
statistics and their applications in a variety of practical 
and theoretical contexts. 
 
Mathematical Methods Units 3 and 4 extend the 
introductory study of simple elementary functions of a 
single real variable, to include combinations of these 
functions, algebra, calculus, probability and statistics, 
and their applications in a variety of practical and 
theoretical contexts. 
 

Occupations: 
Engineering, IT, Teaching, Commerce, Science and 
Actuarial Studies. 
 

Unit 1 – 2 Mathematical Methods:  
Prerequisites:  
• Satisfactory completion of Year 10 Mathematical 

Methods.  
 
Unit 1 and 2:  
• Area of Study 1: Functions, relations and graphs 
• Area of Study 2: Algebra, number and structure 
• Area of Study 3: Calculus 
• Area of Study 4: Data analysis, probability and 

statistics 
 
Summative Assessment tasks 
• School Assessed Coursework (including open-ended 

assessments) 
 
Examinations 
A 90-minute end of semester examination 
 
  
 

Unit 3 - 4 Mathematical Methods: 
Prerequisites: 
• Demonstrated ability to reach the College 

requirements in Units 1 – 2.  
• Students who have not successfully achieved a 

satisfactory result for Unit 1 or 2 are required to apply 
to the VCE Pathways team for acceptance.  

• Students who have not completed Unit 1 – 2 
Mathematical Methods will be required to apply to the 
VCE Pathways team for acceptance into Unit 3 – 4 
Mathematical Methods. 

 
Unit 3 and 4: 
• Area of Study 1: Functions, relations and graphs 
• Area of Study 2: Algebra, number and structure 
• Area of Study 3: Calculus 
• Area of Study 4: Data analysis, probability and 

statistics 
 
Assessment 
 
Unscored Assessment: S or N 
 
Scored Assessment: 
• School Assessment (40%) 

o School Assessed Coursework (SAC) structured 
questions 

• External Assessment (60%) 
o Examination 1: 1-hour (20%) 
o Examination 2: 2-hour (40%)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Click here to download the VCAA Study Design 

mailto:shanspal@aitkencollege.edu.au
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-study-designs/mathematicalmethods/Pages/Index.aspx


 

41 

Media 
Media Coordinator:  Sebastian Bradilovic 
sbradilovic@aitkencollege.edu.au  

 
 

Subject Rationale:  
Students develop their analytical knowledge and media 
production skills in the examination and creation of 
media product across a range of media forms. Students 
examine how cultural contexts impact the production and 
consumption of media products. Students integrate their 
understanding of context into their own creative 
outcomes while following the media production process. 
 

Occupations: 
Content Creator, Advertising, Marketing, Film, Television, 
Online Media, Social Media, Games, Interactive Media, 
Journalism, Photography, Radio & Music. 
 

Unit 1 – 2 Media:  
Prerequisites: None 
 
Unit 1: Media forms, representations and Australian 
stories 
• Area of Study 1: Media representations 
• Area of Study 2: Media forms in production 
• Area of Study 3: Australian stories 
 
Unit 2: Narrative across media forms 
• Area of Study 1: Narrative, style and genre 
• Area of Study 2: Narratives in production 
• Area of Study 3: Media and change 
 
Summative Assessment tasks 
• School Assessed Coursework 
• School Assessed Tasks 
 
Examinations 
A 90-minute end of semester examination  
 
 
 

Unit 3 - 4 Media: 
Prerequisites: 
• Demonstrated ability to reach the College 

requirements in Units 1 – 2.  
• Students who have not successfully achieved a 

satisfactory result for Unit 1 or 2 are required to apply 
to the VCE Pathways team for acceptance.  

• Students who have not completed Unit 1 – 2 Media will 
be required to apply to the VCE Pathways team for 
acceptance into Unit 3 – 4 Media. 

 
Unit 3: Media narratives, contexts and pre-production 
• Area of Study 1: Narratives and their contexts 
• Area of Study 2: Research, development and 

experimentation 
• Area of Study 3: Pre-production planning 
 
Unit 4: Media production; agency and control in and of 
the media 
• Area of Study 1: Media production 
• Area of Study 2: Agency and control in the media 
 
Assessment 
 
Unscored Assessment: S or N 
 
Scored Assessment: 
• School Assessment (60%) 

o School Assessed Coursework (SAC) structured 
questions 

o School Assessed Task (SAT) 
• External Assessment (40%) 

o 2-hour examination  
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Music: Contemporary Performance 
Music Coordinator:  Ebony Piccolo 
epiccolo@aitkencollege.edu.au  

 
 

Subject Rationale:  
VCE Music equips students with personal and musical 
knowledge and skills that enable them to focus on their 
musicianship. Music is uniquely an aural art form and its 
essential nature is abstract. It is a complex socio-cultural 
phenomenon that exists distinctively in every culture and 
is a basic expression and reflection of human experience. 
It allows for the expression of the intellect, imagination 
and emotion, and the exploration of values, and fosters 
an understanding of continuity and change. Active 
participation in music develops musicianship through 
creating, performing, responding, and analysing. 
Students develop ideas about the ways in which music 
can interact with other art forms, technology and design, 
and other fields of endeavour. 
 
Students learn to pose and solve problems, work 
independently and in collaboration, and create and 
convey meaning from various viewpoints. The nature of 
music study allows students to develop their capacity to 
manage their own learning, work together with others, 
and engage in activity that reflects the real-world practice 
of performers, composers, and audiences, working 
towards the development of a personal voice. 
 

Occupations: 
Musician, Audiologist, Sound Therapist, Composer, 
Arranger, Sound Engineer, Sound Producer, Music 
Journalist, Blogger, Music Librarian, Arts Administrator, 
Music Teacher. 
 
 
 

Unit 1 – 2 Music:  
Prerequisites: None 
 
Unit 1: Organisation of music 
• Area of Study 1: Performing 
• Area of Study 2: Creating 
• Area of Study 3: Analysing and responding 
 
Unit 2: Effect in music 
• Area of Study 1: Performing 
• Area of Study 2: Creating 
• Area of Study 3: Analysing and responding 
 
Summative Assessment tasks 
• School Assessed Coursework 
• Performances 
• Aural, oral, written and practical tasks 
 
Examinations 
A 60-minute end of semester examination  
 

Unit 3 - 4 Music contemporary performance: 
Prerequisites: 
• Demonstrated ability to reach the College 

requirements in Units 1 – 2.  
• Students who have not completed Units 1 – 2 Music 

will be required to apply to the VCE Pathways team for 
acceptance into Units 3 – 4 Music: Contemporary 
Performance.  

• Students who have not successfully achieved a 
satisfactory result for Unit 1 or 2 are required to apply 
to the VCE Pathways team for acceptance. 

 
Unit 3 and 4:  
• Area of Study 1: Performing 
• Area of Study 2: Analysing for performance 
• Area of Study 3: Responding 
 
Assessment 
 
Unscored Assessment: S or N 
 
Scored Assessment: 
• School Assessment (30%) 

o School Assessed Coursework (SAC) structured 
questions 

• External Assessment (70%) 
o Performance examination (50%) 
o 60-minute aural and written examination (20%) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Click here to download the VCAA Study Design 

mailto:epiccolo@aitkencollege.edu.au
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-study-designs/music-performance/Pages/ContemporaryPerformance.aspx


 

43 

Personal Development Skills 
Head of Faculty:  Jenny Lilley 
jlilley@aitkencollege.edu.au  

 
 

Subject Rationale:  
Personal Development Skills (PDS) focuses on health, 
wellbeing, community engagement and social sciences. 
Students will explore influences on identity, set and 
achieve personal goals, interact positively with diverse 
communities, identify and respond to challenges and 
community needs. Students will develop skills in self-
knowledge and care, accessing reliable information, 
teamwork, and identifying their goals and future 
pathways. PDS explores concepts of effective leadership, 
self-management, project planning and teamwork to 
support students to engage in their work, community and 
personal environments. 
 

Occupations: 
Specific vocational area: plumbing, childcare, health 
work, hairdressing, screen and media, building, 
carpentry, hospitality, animal care, electrotechnology, 
agriculture or automotive. Starting an apprenticeship, or 
TAFE or seeking employment straight after year 12. 
 
A university course is an option in the future after 
completing a TAFE course. 
 

Unit 1 – 2 Personal Development Skills:  
Prerequisites: None 
 
Unit 1: Healthy individuals 
• Area of Study 1: Personal identity and emotional 

intelligence 
• Area of Study 2: Community health and wellbeing 
• Area of Study 3: Promoting a healthy life 
 
Unit 2: Connecting with community 
• Area of Study 1: What is community? 
• Area of Study 2: Community cohesion 
• Area of Study 3: Engaging and supporting community 
 
 
 
 

Summative Assessment tasks (S/N) 
• School Assessed Coursework 
• Written Reports 
• Practical Reports 
• Structured Questions 
• Oral Presentations 
 
Examinations: None 
 
 

Unit 3 - 4 Personal Development Skills: 
Prerequisites: 
• Demonstrated ability to reach the College 

requirements in Units 1 – 2.  
• Students who have not successfully achieved a 

satisfactory result for Unit 1 or 2 are required to apply 
to the VCE Pathways team for acceptance.  

• Students who have not completed Unit 1 – 2 Personal 
Development Skills will be required to apply to the 
VCE Pathways team for acceptance into Unit 3 – 4 
Personal Development Skills. 

 
Unit 3: Leadership and teamwork 
• Area of Study 1: Social awareness and interpersonal 

skills 
• Area of Study 2: Effective leadership 
• Area of Study 3: Effective teamwork 
 
Unit 4: Community project 
• Area of Study 1: Planning a community project 
• Area of Study 2: Implementing a community project 
• Area of Study 3: Evaluating a community project 
 
Assessment 
 
Unscored Assessment: S or N 
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Physical Education 
Head of Faculty:  Julie Wachter 
jwachter@aitkencollege.edu.au  

 
 

Subject Rationale:  
VCE Physical Education explores the complex 
interrelationships between biophysical (anatomical, 
biomechanical, physiological and skill acquisition) and 
psychosocial (psychological and sociocultural) principles 
to understand their role in producing and refining 
movement for participation and performance in physical 
activity, sport, and exercise.  
 

Occupations: 
Exercise Physiologist, PE Teacher, Physiotherapist, Sports 
Development Officer, Fitness Consultant, Nutritionist. 
 

Unit 1 – 2 Physical Education:  
Prerequisites: None 
 
Unit 1: The human body in motion 
• Area of Study 1: How does the musculoskeletal 

system work to produce movement? 
• Area of Study 2: What role does the cardiorespiratory 

system play in movement? 
 
Unit 2: Physical activity, sport, exercise and society 
• Area of Study 1: How do physical activity, sport and 

exercise contribute to healthy lifestyles? 
• Area of Study 2: What are the contemporary issues 

associated with physical activity and sport? 
 
Summative Assessment tasks 
• School Assessed Coursework 
• Case Studies 
 
Examinations 
A 90-minute end of semester examination  
 
 
 
 
 

Unit 3 - 4 Physical Education: 
Prerequisites: 
• Demonstrated ability to reach the College 

requirements in Units 1 – 2.  
• Students who have not successfully achieved a 

satisfactory result for Unit 1 or 2 are required to apply 
to the VCE Pathways team for acceptance.  

• Students who have not completed Unit 1 – 2 Physical 
Education will be required to apply to the VCE 
Pathways team for acceptance into Unit 3 – 4 Physical 
Education. 

 
Unit 3: Movement skills and energy for physical 
activity, sport and exercise 
• Area of Study 1: How are movement skills improved? 
• Area of Study 2: How does the body produce energy? 
 
Unit 4: Training to improve performance 
• Area of Study 1: What are the foundations of an 

effective training program? 
• Area of Study 2: How is training implemented 

effectively to improve fitness? 
 
Assessment 
 
Unscored Assessment: S or N 
 
Scored Assessment: 
• School Assessment (50%) 

o School Assessed Coursework (SAC) structured 
questions 

• External Assessment (50%) 
o 2-hour examination  

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Click here to download the VCAA Study Design 
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Physics 
Head of Faculty:  Sherry Daniel 
sdaniel@aitkencollege.edu.au  

 
 

Subject Rationale:  
VCE Physics uses observations, experiments, and 
mathematical analysis to develop qualitative and 
quantitative explanations for phenomena. It explores big 
ideas that changed the course of thinking in such as 
relativity and quantum physics. Students undertake 
practical activities and apply physics principles to explain 
and quantify phenomena. 
 

Occupations: 
Science, Engineering, Construction, Radiology, 
Meteorology, Geophysics, Optometry, Medical Science 
 

Unit 1 – 2 Physics:  
Prerequisites: None 
 
Unit 1: How is energy useful to society? 
• Area of Study 1: How are light and heat explained? 
• Area of Study 2: How is energy from the nucleus 

utilised? 
• Area of Study 3: How can electricity be used to 

transfer energy? 
 
Unit 2: How does physics help us to understand the 
world? 
• Area of Study 1: How is motion understood? 
• Area of Study 2: Options (from Study Design) 
• Area of Study 3: How do physicists investigate 

questions? 
 
Summative Assessment tasks 
• School Assessed Coursework 
• Structured Questions 
• A report of an experimental investigation 
 
 
 

Examinations 
A 90-minute end of semester examination  
 

Unit 3 - 4 Physics: 
Prerequisites: 
• Demonstrated ability to reach the College 

requirements in Units 1 – 2.  
• Students who have not successfully achieved a 

satisfactory result for Unit 1 or 2 are required to apply 
to the VCE Pathways team for acceptance.  

• Students who have not completed Unit 1 – 2 Physics 
will be required to apply to the VCE Pathways team for 
acceptance into Unit 3 – 4 Physics. 

 
Unit 3: How do fields explain motion and electricity? 
• Area of Study 1: How do physicists explain motion in 

two dimensions? 
• Area of Study 2: How do things move without contact? 
• Area of Study 3: How are fields used in electricity 

generation? 
 
Unit 4: How have creative ideas and investigation 
revolutionised thinking in physics? 
• Area of Study 1: How has understanding about the 

physical world changed? 
• Area of Study 2: How is scientific inquiry used to 

investigate fields, motion or light? 
 
Assessment 
 
Unscored Assessment: S or N 
 
Scored Assessment: 
• School Assessment (50%) 

o School Assessed Coursework (SAC) structured 
questions 

• External Assessment (50%) 
o 2.5-hour examination  
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Product Design and Technologies 
Head of Faculty:  Ian Watson 
iwatson@aitkencollege.edu.au  

 
 

Subject Rationale:  
VCE Product Design and Technologies offers students a 
unique focus on creativity through the development and 
production of innovative and ethical products by offering 
students a range of relevant practical and applied 
experiences that can support future career pathways in 
design fields.  This subject fosters critical and creative 
thinking through the design process, encouraging 
students to identify real-world problems and respond 
with thoughtful, functional, and aesthetically considered 
solutions. Students engage with a range of materials, 
tools, and technologies, developing practical skills 
alongside theoretical knowledge of design principles, 
sustainability, and manufacturing processes. 
 

Occupations: 
Industrial design, Engineering, Building and Construction, 
Furniture making, Transport, Carpentry, Construction 
Trade. 
 

Unit 1 – 2 Product Design and Technologies:  
Prerequisites:  
• Experience in Product Design and Technology or CAD 

in Year 9 or 10 is desirable. 
 
Unit 1: Design practices 
• Area of Study 1: Developing and conceptualising 

designs 
• Area of Study 2: Generating, designing and producing 
 
Unit 2: Positive impacts for end users 
• Area of Study 1: Opportunities for positive impacts for 

end users 
• Area of Study 2: Designing for positive impacts for end 

users 
• Area of Study 3: Cultural influences on design 
 
 
 

Summative Assessment tasks 
• School Assessed Coursework 
• Practical Projects 
• Structured Questions 
 
Examinations 
A 90-minute end of semester examination  
 

Unit 3 - 4 Product Design and Technologies: 
Prerequisites: 
• Demonstrated ability to reach the College 

requirements in Units 1 – 2.  
• Students who have not successfully achieved a 

satisfactory result for Unit 1 or 2 are required to apply 
to the VCE Pathways team for acceptance.  

• Students who have not completed Unit 1 – 2 Product 
Design and Technologies will be required to apply to 
the VCE Pathways team for acceptance into Unit 3 – 4 
Product Design and Technologies. 

 
Unit 3: Ethical product design and development 
• Area of Study 1: Influences on design, development 

and production of products 
• Area of Study 2: Investigating opportunities for ethical 

design and production 
• Area of Study 3: Developing a final proof of concept for 

ethical production 
 
Unit 4: Production and evaluation of ethical designs 
• Area of Study 1: Managing production for ethical 

designs 
• Area of Study 2: Evaluation and speculative design 
 
Assessment 
 
Unscored Assessment: S or N 
 
Scored Assessment: 
• School Assessment (70%) 

o School Assessed Coursework (SAC) structured 
questions 

o School Assessed Task (SAT) 
• External Assessment (30%) 

o 90-minute examination  
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Psychology 
Head of Faculty:  Sherry Daniel 
sdaniel@aitkencollege.edu.au  

 
 

Subject Rationale:  
VCE Psychology is designed to enable students to explore 
the complex interactions between thought, emotions, 
and behaviour. They develop an insight into biological, 
psychological, and social factors and the key science 
skills that underpin much of psychology. VCE Psychology 
is designed to promote students’ understanding of how 
society applies such skills and psychological concepts to 
resolve problems and make scientific advancements. The 
study is designed to promote students’ confidence and 
their disposition to use the information they learn in the 
study in everyday situations. 
 

Occupations: 
Psychologist, Social Worker, Counsellor 
 

Unit 1 – 2 Psychology:  
Prerequisites:  
• Completion of Year 10 Science  
 
Unit 1: How are behaviour and mental processes 
shaped? 
• Area of Study 1: What influences psychological 

development? 
• Area of Study 2: How are mental processes and 

behaviour influenced by the brain? 
• Area of Study 3: How does contemporary psychology 

conduct and validate psychological research? 
 
Unit 2: How do internal and external factors influence 
behaviour and mental processes? 
• Area of Study 1: How are people influenced to behave 

in particular ways? 
• Area of Study 2: What influences a person’s 

perception of the world? 
• Area of Study 3: How do scientific investigations 

develop understanding of influences on perception 
and behaviour? 

 
 
 

Summative Assessment tasks 
• School Assessed Coursework 
 
Examinations 
A 90-minute end of semester examination  
 

Unit 3 - 4 Psychology: 
Prerequisites: 
• Demonstrated ability to reach the College 

requirements in Units 1 – 2.  
• Students who have not successfully achieved a 

satisfactory result for Unit 1 or 2 are required to apply 
to the VCE Pathways team for acceptance.  

• Students who have not completed Unit 1 – 2 
Psychology will be required to apply to the VCE 
Pathways team for acceptance into Unit 3 – 4 
Psychology. 

 
Unit 3: How does experience affect behaviour and 
mental processes? 
• Area of Study 1: How does the nervous system enable 

psychological functioning? 
• Area of Study 2: How do people learn and remember? 
 
Unit 4: How is mental wellbeing supported and 
maintained? 
• Area of Study 1: How does sleep affect mental 

processes and behaviour? 
• Area of Study 2: What influences mental wellbeing? 
• Area of Study 3: How is scientific inquiry used to 

investigate mental processes and psychological 
functioning? 

 
Assessment 
 
Unscored Assessment: S or N 
 
Scored Assessment: 
• School Assessment (50%) 

o School Assessed Coursework (SAC) structured 
questions 

• External Assessment (50%) 
o 2.5-hour examination  
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Religion and Society 
Head of Faculty:  Anne Zugan 
azugan@aitkencollege.edu.au  

 
 

Subject Rationale:  
In Religion and Society, students undertake a general 
study of religion and its interaction with society in the past 
and the present. They study specific religious traditions or 
religious denominations in societies where multiple 
worldviews coexist. This study respects and encourages 
an open and objective inquiry, without partiality towards 
any one religion. For the purposes of this study, the term 
‘religion’ can be understood as encompassing all related 
phenomena, including spiritualities. 
 

Occupations: 
Anthropology, theology, philosophy, sociology, 
journalism, politics, and international relations. 
 

Unit 1 – 2 Religion and Society:  
Prerequisites: None 
 
Unit 1: The role of religion in society 
• Area of Study 1: The nature and purpose of religion 
• Area of Study 2: Religion through the ages 
• Area of Study 3: Religion in Australia 
 
Unit 2: Religion and ethics 
• Area of Study 1: Ethical decision-making and moral 

judgment 
• Area of Study 2: Religion and ethics 
• Area of Study 3: Ethical issues in society 
 
 
 
 

Summative Assessment tasks 
• School Assessed Coursework 
• Research Reports 
• Folio Activities 
• Oral Presentation 
 
Examinations 
A 90-minute end of semester examination  
 

Unit 3 - 4 Religion and Society: 
Prerequisites: 
• Demonstrated ability to reach the College 

requirements in Units 1 – 2.  
• Students who have not successfully achieved a 

satisfactory result for Unit 1 or 2 are required to apply 
to the VCE Pathways team for acceptance. 

• Students who have not completed Units 1 – 2 Religion 
and Society will be required to apply to the VCE 
Pathways team for acceptance into Units 3 – 4 
Religion and Society.  

 
Unit 3: The search for meaning 
• Area of Study 1: Responding to the search for meaning 
• Area of Study 2: Expressing meaning 
• Area of Study 3: Significant life experiences, religious 

beliefs and faith 
 
Unit 4: Religion, challenge and change 
• Area of Study 1: Challenge and response 
• Area of Study 2: Interaction of religion and society 
 
Assessment 
 
Unscored Assessment: S or N 
 
Scored Assessment: 
• School Assessment (50%) 

o School Assessed Coursework (SAC) structured 
questions 

• External Assessment (50%) 
o 2-hour examination  
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Sociology 
Head of Faculty:  Gabriella Raponi 
graponi@aitkencollege.edu.au 

 
 

Subject Rationale:  
VCE Sociology is an ideal choice for passionate and 
socially conscious students who are interested in working 
with diverse communities, promoting social justice, and 
creating positive change in society.  The subject offers 
students the opportunity to explore a wide range of 
fascinating topics that affect us all, from the impact of 
social media on our lives to the reasons why some groups 
in society continue to face discrimination and inequality 
today.  
 
Beyond this, one of the most exciting parts of studying 
Sociology is the chance to conduct your own research. 
You will learn how to design surveys, collect and analyse 
data, and conduct interviews, which will equip you with 
valuable skills to investigate real-world issues and make a 
difference in people's lives. 
 

Occupations: 
Criminologist, Lawyer, Police Officer, Youth Justice 
Worker, Social Worker, Forensic Psychologist, Private 
Investigator, Teacher 
 

Unit 1 – 2 Sociology:  
Prerequisites: None 
 
Unit 1: Youth and family 
• Area of Study 1: Category and experience of youth 
• Area of Study 2: The family 
 
Unit 2: Deviance and crime 
• Area of Study 1: Deviance 
• Area of Study 2: Crime 
 
Summative Assessment tasks 
• Film analysis  
• Structured questions  
• Research reports 
 

Examinations 
A 90-minute end of semester examination  
 

Unit 3 - 4 Sociology: 
Prerequisites: 
• Demonstrated ability to reach the College 

requirements in Units 1 – 2.  
• Students who have not successfully achieved a 

satisfactory result for Unit 1 or 2 are required to apply 
to the VCE Pathways team for acceptance. 

• Students who have not completed Units 1 – 2 
Sociology will be required to apply to the VCE 
Pathways team for acceptance into Units 3 – 4 
Sociology.  

 
Unit 3: Culture and ethnicity 
• Area of Study 1: Australian Indigenous cultures 
• Area of Study 2: Ethnicity 
 
Unit 4: Community, social movements and social 
change 
• Area of Study 1: Community 
• Area of Study 2: Social movements and social change 
 
Assessment 
 
Unscored Assessment: S or N 
 
Scored Assessment: 
• School Assessment (50%) 

o School Assessed Coursework (SAC) structured 
questions 

• External Assessment (50%) 
o 2-hour examination  
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Specialist Mathematics 
Head of Faculty:  Savita Hanspal 
shanspal@aitkencollege.edu.au  

 
 

Subject Rationale:  
Specialist Mathematics must be taken in conjunction 
with Mathematical Methods.  
 
Specialist Mathematics Units 1 and 2 provide a course of 
study for students who wish to undertake an  
in-depth study of mathematics, with an emphasis on 
concepts, skills and processes related to mathematical 
structure, modelling, problem-solving, reasoning and 
proof. 
 
Specialist Mathematics Units 3 and 4 extend content 
from Mathematical Methods Units 3 and 4 to include 
rational and other quotient functions as well as other 
advanced mathematics topics such as logic and proof, 
complex numbers, vectors, differential equations, 
kinematics, and statistical inference. 
 

Occupations: 
Science, Engineering, Teaching. 
 

Unit 1 – 2 Specialist Mathematics:  
Prerequisites:  
• Must be studying Unit 1 – 2 Mathematical Methods. 
• Satisfactory completion of Year 10 Mathematical 

Methods. 
 
Unit 1: 
• Area of Study 1: Algebra, number and structure 
• Area of Study 2: Discrete mathematics 
 
Unit 2: 
• Area of Study 1: Data analysis, probability and 

statistics 
• Area of Study 2: Space and measurement 
• Area of Study 3: Algebra, number and structure 
• Area of Study 4: Functions, relations and graphs 
 

Summative Assessment tasks 
• School Assessed Coursework 
 
Examinations 
A 90-minute end of semester examination  
 

Unit 3 - 4 Specialist Mathematics: 
Prerequisites: 
• Must have completed or be studying Unit 3 – 4 

Mathematical Methods. 
• Demonstrated ability to reach the College 

requirements in Units 1 – 2.  
• Students who have not successfully achieved a 

satisfactory result for Unit 1 or 2 are required to apply 
to the VCE Pathways team for acceptance.  

• Students who have not completed Unit 1 – 2 Specialist 
Mathematics will be required to apply to the VCE 
Pathways team for acceptance into Unit 3 – 4 
Specialist Mathematics. 

 
Unit 3 and 4: 
• Area of Study 1: Discrete mathematics 
• Area of Study 2: Functions, relations and graphs 
• Area of Study 3: Algebra, number and structure 
• Area of Study 4: Calculus 
• Area of Study 5: Space and measurement 
• Area of Study 6: Data analysis, probability and 

statistics  
 
Assessment 
 
Unscored Assessment: S or N 
 
Scored Assessment: 
• School Assessment (40%) 

o School Assessed Coursework (SAC) structured 
questions 

• External Assessment (60%) 
o Examination 1: 1-hour (20%) 
o Examination 2: 2-hour (40%)   
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Systems Engineering 
Head of Faculty:  Ian Watson 
iwatson@aitkencollege.edu.au 

 
 

Subject Rationale:  
VCE Systems Engineering integrates aspects of designing, 
planning, producing, testing and evaluating in a project 
management process. It promotes innovative systems 
thinking and problem-solving skills through the 
application of the systems engineering process. The study 
is based on integrated mechanical and 
electrotechnological engineered systems.  
 
The study provides opportunities for students to learn 
about and engage with systems from a practical and 
purposeful perspective. Students gain knowledge and 
understanding about technological systems and their 
applications. 
 

Occupations: 
Engineering (Mechanical, Electrical/Electronics, 
Structural, Civil), Architect, Electrician, Mechanic, 
Builder, Industrial Designer 
 

Unit 1 – 2 Systems Engineering:  
Prerequisites: 
• A minimum B grade result in semester reports for Year 

10 General Mathematics 
• Previous experience in Product Design or CAD is 

desirable but not essential 
 
Unit 1: Mechanical systems 
• Area of Study 1: Mechanical system design 
• Area of Study 2: Producing and evaluating mechanical 

systems 
 
 

Unit 2: Electrotechnological systems 
• Area of Study 1: Electrotechnological systems design 
• Area of Study 2: Producing and evaluating 

electrotechnological systems 
 
Summative Assessment tasks 
• School Assessed Coursework 
• Practical Projects 
• Structured Questions 
 
Examinations 
A 90-minute end of semester examination  
 

Unit 3 - 4 Systems Engineering: 
Prerequisites: 
• Demonstrated ability to reach the College 

requirements in Units 1 – 2.  
• Students who have not successfully achieved a 

satisfactory result for Unit 1 or 2 are required to apply 
to the VCE Pathways team for acceptance. 

• Students who have not completed Units 1 – 2 Systems 
Engineering will be required to apply to the VCE 
Pathways team for acceptance into Units 3 – 4 
Systems Engineering.  

 
Unit 3: Integrated and controlled systems 
• Area of Study 1: Integrated and controlled systems 

design 
• Area of Study 2: Clean energy technologies 
 
Unit 4: Systems control 
• Area of Study 1: Producing and evaluating integrated 

and controlled systems 
• Area of Study 2: New and emerging technologies 
 
Assessment 
 
Unscored Assessment: S or N 
 
Scored Assessment: 
• School Assessment (70%) 

o School Assessed Coursework (SAC) structured 
questions 

o School assessed task (SAT) 
• External Assessment (30%) 

o 90-minute examination  
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Theatre Studies 
Head of Faculty:  Jevon Scandrett 
jscandrett@aitkencollege.edu.au  

 
 

Subject Rationale:  
VCE Theatre Studies enables students to acquire 
knowledge of theatre including its styles, purposes, and 
audiences. They interpret scripts through engagement in 
the production process and experiment creatively and 
imaginatively with theatrical possibilities to create 
performances. Students conduct performance analysis 
and production evaluations, applying thinking, problem-
solving and communication skills to creatively participate 
in the theatre life of their community. 
 

Occupations: 
Actor, writer, director, producer, theatre management, 
costume, makeup, lighting, set design, dance and 
movement, prop creation, set and stage design, drama 
teacher, drama therapist, related areas like film, 
television, media and community arts. 
 

Unit 1 – 2 Theatre Studies:  
Prerequisites: None 
 
Unit 1: History of theatre styles and conventions pre-
1945 
• Area of Study 1: Exploring theatre styles and 

conventions pre-1945 
• Area of Study 2: Interpreting scripts 
• Area of Study 3: Analysing a theatre production in 

performance 
 
Unit 2: Contemporary theatre styles and movements 
• Area of Study 1: Exploring contemporary theatre styles 

and/or movements 
• Area of Study 2: Interpreting scripts 
• Area of Study 3: Analysing and evaluating a theatre 

production 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Summative Assessment tasks 
• School Assessed Coursework 
• Structured Questions 
• Oral Presentation 
• Performances 
 
Examinations 
A 90-minute end of semester examination  
 

Unit 3 - 4 Theatre Studies: 
Prerequisites: 
• Demonstrated ability to reach the College 

requirements in Units 1 – 2.  
• Students who have not successfully achieved a 

satisfactory result for Unit 1 or 2 are required to apply 
to the VCE Pathways team for acceptance. 

• Students who have not completed Units 1 – 2 Theatre 
Studies will be required to apply to the VCE Pathways 
team for acceptance into Units 3 – 4 Theatre Studies.  

 
Unit 3: Producing theatre 
• Area of Study 1: Staging theatre 
• Area of Study 2: Interpreting a script 
• Area of Study 3: Analysing and evaluating theatre 
 
Unit 4: Presenting an interpretation 
• Area of Study 1: Dramaturgical research and 

presenting theatrical possibilities 
• Area of Study 2: Interpreting a monologue 
• Area of Study 3: Analysing and evaluating a 

performance 
 
Assessment 
 
Unscored Assessment: S or N 
 
Scored Assessment: 
• School Assessment (45%) 

o School Assessed Coursework (SAC) structured 
questions 

• External Assessment (55%) 
o 90-minute examination (30%) 
o 8-minute monologue examination (25%)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Click here to download the VCAA Study Design 

mailto:jscandrett@aitkencollege.edu.au
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-study-designs/theatrestudies/Pages/Index.aspx


 

53 

VET Business (Certificate III) 
Head of Faculty: Gabriella Raponi  
graponi@aitkencollege.edu.au  

 
 

Subject Rationale:  
The VET Business program is a 2-year course, drawn from 
a national training package and offers portable 
qualifications which are recognised throughout Australia. 
These qualifications provide students with a broad range 
of skills and knowledge to pursue a career or further 
training within a range of business and industry settings. 
The Certificate III in Business provides a pathway for 
students who wish to continue with their business studies 
into higher education. 

Students will develop the required knowledge and skills 
to underpin their individual performance once they are in 
a workplace setting – fundamentals such as planning, 
prioritising, problem-solving, communication and 
teamwork. 
 
An administrative fee of approximately $110 is payable 
each year via the Campion resource list. 
 

Occupations: 
Administrative Assistant, Customer Service Officer, 
Accounts Payable Clerk, Receptionist, Business Owner.  
 

Year 1 Certificate III in Business (BSB30120):  
Prerequisites: None 
 
Accreditation:  
This course is a nationally recognised Certificate III level 
qualification.  Upon successful completion of the course, 
the student is issued a certificate of completion with a 
statement of marks. 
 
Subject Description: 
There are a total of 8 units of competency that students 
must complete in the first year.  Each unit has its own 
focus on helping the student to learn the different aspects 
of communication, documentation, WHS safety and 
digital literacy among other things in the real world of 
business. 
 

Units of Competency: 
• Assist with maintaining workplace safety 
• Use inclusive work practices 
• Design and produce spreadsheets 
• Create electronic presentations 
• Use digital technologies to communicate in a work 

environment 
• Support personal wellbeing in the workplace 
• Apply critical thinking skills in a team environment 
• Participate in sustainable work practices 
 
Summative Assessment tasks:  
• School Assessed Coursework 
• Structured written responses/reports 
• Practical reports/observation tasks 
 
Assessment: C or NYC 
 

Year 2 Certificate III in Business (BSB30120): 
Prerequisites: 
• Demonstrated ability to reach the College 

requirements in Year 1.  
• Students who have not successfully achieved a 

satisfactory result for Year 1 are required to apply to 
the VCE Pathways team for acceptance. 

 
Subject Description: 
There are a total of 5 units of competency that students 
must complete in the second year.   
 
Units of Competency: 
• Organise personal work priorities 
• Organise workplace information 
• Design and produce business documents 
• Engage in workplace communication 
• Deliver and monitor a service to customers 
 
Summative Assessment tasks:  
• School Assessed Coursework 
• Structured written responses/reports 
• Practical reports/observation tasks 
 
Assessment: C or NYC 
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VET Sport and Recreation 
(Certificate III) 
Head of Faculty:  Julie Wachter 
jwachter@aitkencollege.edu.au 

 
 

Subject Rationale:  
The VCE VET Sport and Recreation program is drawn from 
a national training package and offers portable 
qualifications which are recognised throughout Australia. 
These qualifications provide students with the 
opportunity to acquire and develop the skills, knowledge 
and confidence to work in the areas of sport and outdoor 
recreation related industries. Leadership, organisational 
and specialist activity skills will be developed through 
theory and practical sessions. 

An administrative fee of approximately $175 is payable 
each year via the Campion resource list. 
 

Occupations: 
Before or After-School Care Educator, School Holiday 
Educator, Sports Coaching, Fitness Coaching, Camp 
Coordinator.  
 

Year 1 Certificate III in Sport and Recreation 
(SIS30115):  
Prerequisites: None 
 
Accreditation:  
This course is a nationally recognised Certificate III level 
qualification.  Upon successful completion of the course, 
the student is issued a certificate of completion with a 
statement of marks. 
 
Units of Competency: 
• Participate in workplace health and safety 
• Organise personal work priorities 
• Provide cardiopulmonary resuscitation 
• Provide first aid 
• Respond to emergency situations 
• Participate in conditioning for sport 
• Maintain activity equipment 

• Maintain sport, fitness and recreation industry 
knowledge 

• Provide quality service 
• Continuously improve officiating skills 
• Respond to interpersonal conflict 
 
Summative Assessment tasks:  
• School Assessed Coursework 
• Structured written responses/reports 
• Practical reports/observation tasks 
 
Assessment: C or NYC 
 
Examinations  
A 90-minute end of year examination  
 

Year 2 Certificate III in Sport and Recreation 
(SIS30115):  
Prerequisites: 
• Demonstrated ability to reach the College 

requirements in Year 1.  
• Students who have not successfully achieved a 

satisfactory result for Year 1 are required to apply to 
the VCE Pathways team for acceptance. 

 
Units of Competency: 
• Participate in WHS hazard identification, risk 

assessment and risk control  
• Conduct sport coaching sessions with foundation 

level participants 
• Facilitate groups 
• Deliver recreation programs  
 
Assessment 
 
Unscored Assessment: C or NYC 
 
Scored Assessment: 
• School Assessment (66%) 

o School Assessed Coursework (SAC)  
• External Assessment (34%) 

o 90-minute examination  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Click here to download the VCAA Program Booklet 

mailto:jwachter@aitkencollege.edu.au
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vet/vce-vet-programs/Pages/sportrecreation.aspx
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Visual Communication Design 
Head of Faculty:  Linda Camilleri 
lcamilleri@aitkencollege.edu.au 

 
 

Subject Rationale:  
Visual Communication Design seeks to cultivate future-
ready designers who have a critical and reflective eye, a 
refined aesthetic sensibility, and who are equipped with 
the skills, knowledge, and mindsets necessary to address 
the problems of life. During this study, students consider 
various factors that impact design decisions, including 
conceptions of good design, aesthetic impact, and 
economic, technological, environmental, cultural, and 
social influences. Students learn how to manipulate type 
and imagery when designing for specific contexts, 
purposes, and audiences. They may choose and combine 
manual and digital methods, media, and materials to 
discover, define, develop, and deliver. 
 

Occupations: 
Graphic Designer, Interior Designer, Industrial Designer, 
Architect. 
 

Unit 1 – 2 Visual Communication Design:  
Prerequisites: None 
 
Unit 1: Finding, reframing and resolving design 
problems 
• Area of Study 1: Reframing design problems 
• Area of Study 2: Solving communication design 

problems 
• Area of Study 3: Design’s influence and influences on 

design 
 
Unit 2: Design contexts and connections 
• Area of Study 1: Design, place and time 
• Area of Study 2: Cultural ownership and design 
• Area of Study 3: Designing interactive experiences 
 
 
 
 
 

Summative Assessment tasks 
• School Assessed Tasks 
• Design Brief 
• Folio 
• Presentation/critique 
• Product/digital interface 
 
Examinations 
A 90-minute end of semester examination  
 

Unit 3 - 4 Visual Communication Design: 
Prerequisites: 
• Demonstrated ability to reach the College 

requirements in Units 1 – 2.  
• Students who have not successfully achieved a 

satisfactory result for Unit 1 or 2 are required to apply 
to the VCE Pathways team for acceptance. 

• Students who have not completed Units 1 – 2 Visual 
Communication Design will be required to apply to the 
VCE Pathways team for acceptance into Units 3 – 4 
Visual Communication Design.  

 
Unit 3: Visual communication in design practice 
• Area of Study 1: Professional design practice 
• Area of Study 2: Design analysis 
• Area of Study 3: Design process: defining problems 

and developing ideas 
 
Unit 4: Delivering design solutions 
• Area of Study 1: Design process: refining and resolving 

design concepts 
• Area of Study 2: Presenting design solutions 
 
Assessment 
 
Unscored Assessment: S or N 
 
Scored Assessment: 
• School Assessment (70%) 

o School Assessed Task (SAT) – (50%)  
o School Assessed Coursework (SAC) structured 

questions – (20%) 
• External Assessment (30%) 

o 90-minute examination  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Click here to download the VCAA Study Design 

mailto:lcamilleri@aitkencollege.edu.au
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-study-designs/visualcommunicationdesign/Pages/Index.aspx
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Work Related Skills 
Head of Faculty:  Jenny Lilley 
jlilley@aitkencollege.edu.au 

 
 

Subject Rationale:  
Students will develop the knowledge, skills, and 
experiences to be active and engaged citizens and future 
members of the workforce, with the ability to 
communicate effectively, advocate for themselves and be 
adaptable to change. The study of Work Related Skills 
leads to opportunities across all industries and areas of 
work as well as in further education and provides 
students with the tools they need to succeed in the 
future. 
 
The study considers four key areas: the future of work; 
workplace skills and capabilities; industrial relations and 
the workplace environment and practice; and the 
development of a personal portfolio.  
 
Students will have the opportunity to apply the knowledge 
and skills gained from this study in the classroom 
environment and through Structured Workplace Learning 
(SWL).  
 

Occupations: 
Specific vocational area: plumbing, childcare, health 
work, hairdressing, screen and media, building, 
carpentry, hospitality, animal care, electrotechnology, 
agriculture or automotive. Starting an apprenticeship, or 
TAFE or seeking employment straight after year 12. 
 
A university course is an option in the future after 
completing a TAFE course. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Unit 1 – 2 Work Related Skills:  
Prerequisites: None 
 
Unit 1: Careers and learning for the future 
• Area of Study 1: Future careers 
• Area of Study 2: Presentation of career and education 

goals 
 
Unit 2: Workplace skills and capabilities 
• Area of Study 1: Skills and capabilities for employment 

and further education 
• Area of Study 2: Transferable skills and capabilities 
 
Summative Assessment tasks (S/N) 
• School Assessed Coursework 
• Written Reports 
• Practical Reports 
• Structured Questions 
• Oral Presentation 
 
 

Unit 3 - 4 Work Related Skills: 
Prerequisites: 
• Demonstrated ability to reach the College 

requirements in Units 1 – 2.  
• Students who have not successfully achieved a 

satisfactory result for Unit 1 or 2 are required to apply 
to the VCE Pathways team for acceptance. 

• Students who have not completed Units 1 – 2 Work 
Related Skills will be required to apply to the VCE 
Pathways team for acceptance into Units 3 – 4 Work 
Related Skills.  

 
Unit 3: Industrial relations, workplace environment 
and practice 
• Area of Study 1: Workplace wellbeing and personal 

accountability 
• Area of Study 2: Workplace responsibilities and rights 
• Area of Study 3: Communication and collaboration 
 
Unit 4: Portfolio preparation and presentation 
• Area of Study 1: Portfolio development 
• Area of Study 2: Portfolio presentation 
 
Assessment 
 
Unscored Assessment: S or N 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Click here to download the VCAA Study Design 

mailto:jlilley@aitkencollege.edu.au
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-study-designs/VCEVMWorkRelatedSkills/Pages/Index.aspx
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Frequently Asked Questions 
 

Do I have to do Maths as part of my VCE program? 
No, for VCE ATAR Pathway. Some tertiary courses require maths or recommend it but there is no 
compulsion to undertake Maths in either Year 11 or 12. Check tertiary course prerequisites for 
prescribed maths requirements for university and TAFE courses. 

Yes, for VCE Vocational Major Pathway. Students must undertake VCE Foundation Mathematics Units 
1, 2, 3 and 4. 

 

Do I have to do English as part of my VCE program? 
Yes.  VCE ATAR Pathway students must undertake Units 1, 2, 3 and 4 studies within the English group 
of subjects.  

VCE Vocational Major Pathway students must undertake VCE English Units 1, 2, 3 and 4. 

 

Does a VET subject count towards my VCE Certificate? 
Yes. The two internal VET subjects offered at Aitken College as part of the VCE program contribute 
towards your VCE completion. These are considered scored VET studies which have an external exam 
at the end of Year 12 and will contribute to the calculation of the ATAR.   

 

Can I change VCE subjects in Year 11? 
Yes. The timeline for VCE ATAR Pathway students to change a subject is as follows:  

• for Unit 1, change requests must be lodged before the end of the first week of Term 1 
• For Unit 2, change requests must be lodged before the commencement of Unit 2 studies. 

Students wishing to change subjects must get a VCE/VET Change of Subject form from the Senior 
School Office and follow the process outlined on the form. 

Students are more likely to experience success in a Unit 3-4 sequence if they have the background 
knowledge from the corresponding Unit 1-2 study, so students are advised to minimise subject 
changes at the end of Unit 1. 

At the end of Year 11, you will have the opportunity to evaluate your choices and adjust your program 
for Year 12. Again, be aware that it is a challenge to undertake Unit 3 and 4 sequences without 
completing the corresponding Units 1 and 2. 

 

Do VCE and VCE VM students get study periods? 
All students in both the VCE and VCE VM will receive study periods.  
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What are my pathway options beyond VCE Vocational Major? 
Students who complete the VCE Vocational Major Pathway program do not gain an ATAR for direct 
entrance to university. However, these students will be able to gain entry to TAFE courses. Students 
can also commence an apprenticeship, traineeship or other employment after completing their VCE 
Vocational Major studies. Later, it is possible to transition from a TAFE program to a university degree 
course. 

 

Are there any special entry requirements for the VCE Vocational Major Pathway program? 
No. Any student can apply to enter the VCE Vocational Major Pathway program; however, an interview 
with the VCE Vocational Major Pathway Coordinator is required before entry is granted. 

 

Can I change from VCE ATAR Pathway into VCE Vocational Major Pathway in Semester 2 of 
Year 11? 
Yes, this is possible if you realise your strengths are in the area of applied learning. Your successful 
VCE and VET units can gain you credit in your VCE Vocational Major program; however, the following 
points must be noted: 

• Students transferring into the VCE Vocational Major Pathway for Unit Two Year 11 must have 
successfully completed Unit 1 in any strand of English and Mathematics.  

• Students transferring into the VCE Vocational Major Pathway for Unit Two Year 11 will not be 
able to be placed into a TAFE course for Semester Two. External TAFE providers do not offer 
mid-year entry. For this reason, they must be enrolled in an internal VCE VET study.  
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Glossary 
 

ASSESSMENT 
TASKS 

Pieces of work which are undertaken over a designated period of time or as an 
examination which are graded to determine the student’s level of proficiency. 

ATAR Australian Tertiary Admissions Rank. A rank that is generated from a student’s VCE results 
(study scores). This rank is used by most tertiary institutions as a tool for selection 
purposes. 

GAT General Achievement Test.  A general knowledge examination undertaken by all students 
who are studying any Unit 3/4 sequence. The GAT is used by VCAA as a means of verifying 
grades. It also becomes particularly important when a student is unable to sit an end of 
year exam(s). 

LEARNING 
OUTCOMES 

Learning Outcomes are the basis for satisfactory completion of VCE units. There are two to 
four Learning Outcomes per unit. Learning Outcomes define what students will know and 
be able to do as a result of undertaking a study. 

PREREQUISITE 
SUBJECTS 

These are VCE units that must be satisfactorily completed before the student is eligible for 
selection into specific tertiary courses. Students should check prerequisites with the 
relevant institutions before finalising their VCE course selection. 

SAC School Assessed Coursework. This refers to assessment tasks that are specified in a study 
design and set by class teachers which students must complete satisfactorily. This work is 
completed in class and assessed by your teacher. 

SAT School Assessed Tasks. These are completed in subjects that produce a product or 
model. This Unit 3/4 work receives a grade from A+ to UG, based on the quality of the 
work. The work is marked internally, according to VCAA specifications, and is confirmed 
externally. 

STUDY A VCE subject (usually Units 1 – 4). 

STUDY SCORE A score (usually 0 – 50) which sums up the student’s total achievement in all work set in 
each study, relative to all other students doing that same study. It is based on school 
assessments and examinations. It only applies to results from Units 3 and 4. 

UNIT A self-contained study of one semester. 

VCAA Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority. The body that administers the VCE and 
awards study scores. 

VCE Victorian Certificate of Education. A senior school certificate based on mainly theoretical 
learning. The VCE offers a broad range of study options and the ATAR. 
 

VCE 
VOCATIONAL 

MAJOR 
PATHWAY 

A senior school certificate based on mainly practical learning 

VET Vocational Education and Training. Industry endorsed programs that enable students to 
obtain joint VCE and TAFE qualifications. The VET subjects offered at Aitken all have scored 
assessment tasks with an end of year exam, giving the student a study score and 
contributing to the ATAR. 

VTAC Victorian Tertiary Admission Centre. This organisation administers applications for entry to 
most tertiary institutions post-Year 12, scales the study scores and converts them to an 
ATAR. 
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Further Information 
 
Click on the links below to access further information about VCE as well as useful careers websites. 
 

Victorian Curriculum and 
Assessment Authority 
www.vcaa.vic.edu.au 

Administers the Victorian Certificate of Education. 

Myfuture 
www.myfuture.edu.au 

A comprehensive site that gives students and their parents information on 
occupations, industries, scholarships, courses, careers etc. 
There are videos, quizzes, and a mini career explorer to help you narrow 
down your options. 

The Good Universities Guide 
www.gooduniguide.com.au 

 

Assists young people to make informed decisions about university study in 
Australia. The guide contains information about what a degree is, what you 
can study and where, and it contains independent 5-star ratings and 
comparisons of courses and providers. 

Quality Indicators for Learning 
and Teaching (QICT) 

www.qilt.edu.au/ 

This site is available to students who are interested in studying at university 
in the future. You will be able to search for courses, learn about universities, 
and explore alternative pathways. 

VTAC Website 
www.vtac.edu.au/ 

Allows students to explore course options. 

 
  

http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/
http://www.myfuture.edu.au/
http://www.gooduniguide.com.au/
http://www.qilt.edu.au/
http://www.vtac.edu.au/
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Where To Get Help 
 
Meet the Senior Secondary Pathways Team. 

 

 

Mr Dean Taylor 
Deputy Head of Secondary (Senior School) 

dtaylor@aitkencollege.edu.au 

 

Mr Christian Inturrisi 
Deputy Head of Secondary (Pathways) 

cinturrisi@aitkencollege.edu.au 

 

Mrs Tabitha Herd 
Head of Year (Year 10) 

therd@aitkencollege.edu.au 

 

 

Ms Jenny Lilley 
Head of Faculty – Vocational Major 

jlilley@aitkencollege.edu.au 

 

Mrs Jo Miles 
Careers Counsellor 

jmiles@aitkencollege.edu.au 

 

 
  

mailto:dtaylor@aitkencollege.edu.au
mailto:cinturrisi@aitkencollege.edu.au
mailto:therd@aitkencollege.edu.au
mailto:jlilley@aitkencollege.edu.au
mailto:jmiles@aitkencollege.edu.au
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