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Language Policy 

1. Rationale 

The development of language is fundamental to the instinctive human need to 
communicate. Language learning includes the development of the home and family 
languages, English, as the language of instruction at Aitken College and additional 
languages. This is integral to exploring and sustaining cognitive and personal development 
and cultural identity.  

Aitken College is committed to multilingualism as a means of affirming cultural identity and 
developing international-mindedness. The term “multilingualism” in the Aitken context 
refers to linguistic ability in more than one language, and recognises that each of a student’s 
languages may be developed to different levels, and within different contexts, depending on 
their social and academic experiences. 

Aitken College welcomes all students and seeks to understand, affirm and promote their 
language and cultural backgrounds through the learning community and curriculum. All 
students have a unique language profile shaped by relationships and interactions within 
their own family, culture and the wider world. The continued development of home and 
family languages is crucial for cognitive growth and in nourishing cultural identity.  

Since language is central to learning, all teachers are, in practice, language teachers with 
responsibilities in facilitating communication. The language program at Aitken College 
enables students to become effective, confident communicators. This includes written, 
spoken and visual language. 

2. Language of Instruction 

The language of instruction at Aitken College is English. 

In studying English, students develop knowledge, understanding and skills across the three 
interrelated strands of Language, Literature and Literacy. Each strand contributes its own 
distinctive goals, body of knowledge, history of ideas and interests, and each focuses on 
developing students’ knowledge, understanding and skills in the language modes of 
listening, speaking, reading, viewing and writing. This knowledge, understanding and skills 
allow students to be effective communicators and active and informed members of 
Australian society and the global community.  

3. Languages Other Than English (LOTE) Specialist Subject 

Aitken College recognises that learning additional languages greatly contributes to the 
holistic development of students by encouraging a respect for and understanding of other 
languages and cultures, and providing a skills base to facilitate further language learning. 
Learning one or more languages broadens students’ horizons in relation to their personal, 
social and cultural worlds. It can expand opportunities for employment in an increasingly 
interconnected world. The interdependence of countries and communities means people in 
all spheres of life are required to negotiate experiences and meanings across languages and 
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cultures. Proficiency in additional language/s gives students a broader range of input, 
experiences and perspectives. It is believed it raises achievement in other subject areas, as 
well as increasing the enjoyment and confidence of being able to communicate in more 
than one language.  

The additional languages currently offered at Aitken College are French from Foundation to 
Year Six and Indonesian from Year Seven to Year Nine. These languages are taught as a 
specialist subject with the content being predominantly determined by the Victorian 
Curriculum. 

4. Home Language 

Aitken College has a population of students and staff from a variety of cultures speaking 
over 46 languages. The College recognises the importance of our community maintaining 
and having pride in the languages spoken in our homes. The school values language 
diversity and understand that proficiency in first or home language plays an important role in 
cognitive development. Aitken College recognises the importance of supporting the mother 
tongue needs of students whose first language is not English, as this assists the 
development of higher-order thinking skills. It also affirms personal and cultural identity and 
encourages the development of cross-cultural awareness and understanding.  

Aitken College welcomes and embraces cultural and linguistic diversity of the community 
by: 

• Recognising the role language plays in cultural identity and how this impacts emotional 
wellbeing and social development 

• Encouraging respect for and interest in other languages and cultures 
• Encouraging students to think and plan in their home language and access learning in 

their home language when needed 
• Continuing to update the school collection of resources which support the development 

of the range of languages represented in our community (e.g. books, videos, online 
resources) 

• Using technology as a tool for student translations to home language and for research in 
home language when needed 

• Utilising bilingual and multilingual staff to assist in communication for students and 
parents 

• Translating newsletters and other forms of communication 
• Arranging for an interpreter during teacher-student and teacher-parent meetings. 

5. Assessment 

All areas of language taught at Aitken College are assessed against the Victorian Curriculum 
V2.0 student achievement standards in accordance with the College's relevant assessment 
policies. 

6. References 

Victorian Curriculum: English V2.0 
Victorian Curriculum: Languages V2.0 
International Baccalaureate - 'Guidelines for developing a school language policy' 
International Baccalaureate - ‘Language scope and sequence' 
International Baccalaureate – ‘Programme Standards and Practices’  
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